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MEMBERSHIP OPEN HOUSE 

Peggy Maibaum, Peggyapcm@gmail.com  
COMING UP 

 

JANUARY THIRD 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 

 

WOMEN OF PEACE IN 

THE HOLY LANDð

CHRISTIANS, JEWS, and 

MOSLEMS 

Wednesday, January 18,  

4:00 pm (Note earlier time) 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM: 

MISS REPRESENTATION 

(film) 

Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 

Fundraiser  

Saturday, February 11, 7:00 pm 

Presentation High School 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@ gmail.com 

 

 

FEBRUARY THIRD 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 
Wednesday, February 15,  

4:00 pm (Note earlier time) 

Human Trafficking, San José 

Police Department 

Virginia Beck, 

beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

 

 

JANUARY 2012 

Linda Hiebert Sekiguchi, AAUW San Jose member and past president, has made two recent jour-

neys to the Holy Land. In February 2010, she travelled for fifteen days with a United Methodist 

Divestment Research group to this area. She also participated in a two-week November 2008 

Compassionate Listening delegation to Israel/Palestine. She serves with Kairos Response for the 

National United Methodist Church and on the Northern California/Nevada Israel/Palestine Task 
Force.  Lindaôs presentation, ñWomen of Peace in the Holy LandðChristians, Jews, Moslems,ò 

tells the stories of people she met and talked with while on her most recent trip. She will tell 

about situations and experiences that reporters are not allowed to tell.  

 

The treatment of Palestinian people and the indignities they suffer are not widely reported in the 

American media. According to Linda, the occupation of Palestinian Territories by Israel and the 

human rights violations that are daily perpetrated upon the people cannot be imagined. She will 

give a first-hand account of her meetings with people of the region. 

The Building and Properties Committee takes good care of our beautiful old house. We manage 

the budget, take care of maintenance, supplies and purchasing, post events on the calendar and 

make sure the landscaping is beautiful. We keep records of everything and we also need to keep 

track of people who have keys to the house. It seems that many of our members have keys which 

they donôt need, and the Committee would like them to be returned for other Board members and 

Chairs to use. Eighty-nine members donôt need them. Really, thatôs how many house keys are out 

there somewhere. So please...if you absolutely donôt need your key, return it to the box in the sun 

porch, to a Building Committee member or a Board member.  Our insurance company will be 

happy that fewer members have keys and we will feel better.  

 

If you have one, please make sure that Judy Ohland (juditholand@sbcglobal.net or 264-6117) has 
you on the list. 

SAN JOSE BRANCH 

BONFIREBONFIRE  
Volume LXIII, Issue 6      AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH Established in 1909 óWomen Leading Changeô 

AAUW's Mission Statementï AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.  

 AAUWôs Value Promise ðBy joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and  

economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

Come and join us at Headquarters on Monday, January 30, from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Mingle & 

Munch and hear what AAUW has to offer. Prospective members and current members are wel-

come! Come and meet friends, learn about various AAUW programs such as Public Policy, Legal 

Advocacy, Tech Excellence, Tech Trek, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, book clubs, bridge, dinner 

groups, plus more.  
 

For more information, please email Peggy Maibaum at Peggyapcm@gmail.com, or call  

408-358-2913. 

WOMEN OF PEACE IN THE HOLY LANDð  

CHRISTIANS, JEWS, MOSLEMS 
Geri Madden, geri.madden@gmail.com 

ANNOUNCEMENT: TOO MANY KEYS 

The Building Committee 

We realize that driving at night 

is difficult for some. If you 

would like us to arrange a ride 

for you, please email or call the 

contact for the event to discuss 

the possibility at least one day 
before the event. 

mailto:Peggyapcm@gmail.com
mailto:marjack44@sbcglobal.net?subject=email%20subject
mailto:beck_virginia@yahoo.com
mailto:juditholand@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Peggyapcm@gmail.com
mailto:geri.madden@gmail.com


2 

   

To AAUW members, 2012 brings a new 

meaning to election year. It follows the 

100th year of the California Woman Suf-

frage, which allowed women to vote and 

gain access to equality, inheritance, 

wages, property rights and education. 

 

In California, three women made a differ-

ence:  Sarah Armstrong Montgomery 

Green Wallis, Presiding President of the 

California Womenôs Suffrage Association 
in 1870; Laura De Force Gordon, who 

sought amendments to the constitutions of 

several states to allow anyone to exercise 

their civil rights; and Clara Shortridge 

Foltz, who achieved many ñfirsts,ò one of 

which was to author a bill allowing 

women to attend the state university and 

choose their vocations. 

 

Today, while it is true that women have 

achieved parity with men in certain re-

spects, AAUW believes that pay equity is 
still an issue. One of the ways our Branch 

would like to change this situation is to 

encourage girls to pursue careers in sci-

ence, technology, engineering and mathe-

matics (STEM). Our Branch supports a 

Tech Excellence program at the John Muir 

Middle School and the Stanford Tech Trek 

camp in July. Letôs take on Jane Guin-

therôs call for volunteers! I am also look-

ing for a seasoned Branch member to be-

come a College/University Partnership 
Chair (ad hoc position), who will help 

propel our theme of ñWomen Leading 

Change in STEMò and other AAUW 

causes like ñElect Herò and ñItôs My Vote: 

I Will Be Heard.ò 

 

NEW BRANCH MEMBERS 
Claire Campodonico,  

clairecamp@comcast.net 

 

BEVERLY BILLETER earned both her 

BA in psychology and her elementary 
education credential from Chico State 

University. Enjoying a career of over 

twenty-five years, Beverly taught in Santa 

Ana, Union City and San Jose. She was an 

active member of our Branch in the 1970s 

and the 1980s, participating in the Gour-

met group. Now retired, she splits her time 

between her home in San Jose and her 

home in Bend, Oregon. Recently returned 

from a trip to Spain, Beverly is enjoying 

her retirement. Sharon Bouska referred 

Beverly to the Branch.  
Contact: 267-6376,  

beverlybilleter@comcast.net  

 

LOIS PARTRIDGE received her Bache-

lor of business administration and her 

MBA in accounting from the University of 

Wisconsin in Madison. She continued her 

studies there, earning her Ph.D. in educa-

tion administration. She first joined 

AAUW in the 1950s in Wisconsin. Having 

taught at Mills College and served as Vice 
President of Financial Affairs at the 

Church Divinity School of the Pacific in 

Berkeley, she retired to Davis, CA in 

1991. In 2010, she moved to San Jose 

where her sons and grandchild live.  

Contact: 448-2836,  

loispartridge@sbcglobal.net  

 

JEANNE DUCE achieved her BS in elec-

trical engineering from the State Univer-

sity of New York at Stony Brook. She 
worked as a design engineer for seventeen 

years both in Massachusetts and Califor-

nia. Having grown up in New York, 

Jeanne moved to California in 1991. She 

is a Certified Financial Planner and an 

Enrolled Agent who started her own com-

pany, JD Financial Fitness, LLC. Her 

firmôs name was inspired by her devotion 

to physical fitness, having been an aero-

bics teacher. Leslie Ingham brought 

Jeanne into our Branch.  

Contact: 528-0829, 
jeanne.duce@comcast.net  

 

 

 

ANDREA CONNELL joined at Fall 

Event. She was accompanying her daugh-

ter who was a Tech Trek participant. An-
drea was immediately attracted to our 

many interest groups and to our mission 

statement. She attended Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical University in Daytona 

Beach, Florida, earning her BS in aeronau-

tical sciences in 1999. She is a commercial 

airplane pilot as is her husband, so they 

split parental duties according to who is 

off flight-duty. Jean Cosentino referred 

her to the Branch.  

Contact: 448-1218,  

markandreac@aol.com  
 

PINGRONG XUE was born in the Hebei 

Province in China. She obtained both her 

BS and MS in electronic engineering in 

her native country. After moving to the 

USA in 2001 with her family, she attended 

San Jose State University and received her 

MBA. Presently working in the field of 

accounting while she prepares to be a 

CPA, she is also very active in the PTA at 

her daughterôs school. Leslie Ingham re-
ferred Pingrong to the Branch. Contact: 

274-2077, xuepingrong@yahoo.com  

 

MORE NEW MEMBERS... 
We welcome the following new members 

and thank the current members who 

brought them into the Branch. Watch for 
more information about them in future 

issues of the Bonfire. 

 

Tricia Pratt, prattt@ssd.loral.com 

Rise Berry, rise.berry@sbcglobal.net - 

Referred by Susan Brundage 

Kathy Bechly, kmbechly@sbcglobal.net 

- Saw in Willow Glen newspaper 

Joan Meyer, yjmey@yahoo.com 
Candi Avlakeotes, can-

diavla@yahoo.com - Student affiliate 

Susan Hailpern, susan@hailpern.com - 

Former AAUW member in New York 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES JANUARY 2012 

PRESIDENTôS SPARKS 

Edna Robison, President 

e29.robison@yahoo.com 
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AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES JANUARY 2012 

BOUNTIFUL HOLIDAY BAGS  

DISTRIBUTED TO LOCAL TEENS 

Elaine Benoit, ebenoit@pacbell.net 

 

Holiday Gifts for Teens - 2011 saw yet 
another impressively successful year. Ap-

preciation and thanks are extended to 

members who donated funds, contributed 

fun teen appropriate items, helped assem-

ble full gift bags, organized gift drives and 

who otherwise supported the Gifts for 

Teens Project. Gifts for Teens thanks all 

members for their generosity in helping 

impoverished local teenagers. Caring 

AAUW members and community volun-

teers brightened the holidays for many 

homeless and low-income teenagers living 
in our midst. Check next month in the 

February 2012 Bonfire issue for final bag 

numbers and project details.    

 

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

Bobbie Baker, rcbaker@sbcglobal.net 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The date of the January 

meeting of NHN will be on TUESDAY, 

January 3, 2012. Hope you can attend as 

we make plans for projects in 2012. 
 

December was a very busy month for 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN). 

The month started with a hot beef stew 

dinner for the Family Supportive Housing 

(FSH) shelter in East San Jose. Under the 

direction of Claire Campodonico, a deli-

cious dinner of beef stew, noodles, salad 

and dessert was prepared and served for 

all the residents of the FSH. Also, three 

complete cleaning kits were delivered to 

FSH for families moving out of the shelter 
into permanent homes for the holidays! 

Next, the busy NHN elves helped out at 

the Holiday Boutique at Next Door Solu-

tions. Children and moms at the shelter 

were able to shop for each other in the 

boutique and NHN volunteers wrapped 

the gifts. 

 

NHN continues to collect warm winter 

clothing for Santa Maria Urban Ministry 

in an aptly named project called ñWarm 
Hearts.ò If you received a new coat or 

sweater for the holidays, perhaps you can 

donate the old ones to ñWarm Hearts.ò Put 

items in a labeled bag and leave in the 

parlor at Headquarters. 

 

TECH EXCELLENCE/TECH TREK 

IN FLIGHT NEWS 
Jane S. Guinther,  

JSGuinther@sbcglobal.net 

 

Have you ever asked the question, ñHow 

does this gynormous airplane ever get off 

the ground and actually fly?ò This prob-

lem will be our January topic of investiga-

tion with our Tech Excellence team. Weôll 

experiment with the four (4) forces of 

flight, the class of which will be led by 

our 25-year veteran United Airlinesô pilot 

Captain Andrea Connellðyes, a woman! 
Andrea has shared her time, talents and 

passion with our girls for the past 12 years 

as we explored some of the basic laws of 

physics. Our field trip to the Hiller Aero-

space Museum later in the month is a fa-

vorite with the girls as they have hands-on 

flying lessons on the sophisticated flight 

simulators. Itôs a sobering moment when 

our adult team members continually crash 

and burn on their landings. This is real 

focused multitasking! Come join our crew 
testing your skills and see and hear the 

exciting story of flight. 

 

This month we begin the application proc-

ess for the AAUW Stanford Tech Trek 

camp in July. Presently our Branch is rais-

ing funds to send 7-8th grade girls this 

summer. AAUW San Jose pays the $850 

camper fee per girl. This is a life-changing 

opportunity for many of our campers. We 

search out different San Jose public mid-

dle schools each year for deserving candi-
dates. Each girl submits an essay about 

her interests with STEM careers. Our 

Branch members interview each candidate 

before we make our final selection mid-

March. This application process is a learn-

ing experience for most girls and signifi-

cant as they think about college. If you 

would like to participate in this spring 
project please contact us. 

 

FINANCIALLY FIT FOR LIFE:   

EMPOWER YOURSELF 

Linda Baliman, lbaliman@comcast.net 

 

The fall presentation series is complete 

and the results are in. One hundred plus 

members and guests attended the events. 
Overall, they gave the speakers excellent 

reviews. The membership committee re-

ported that two new people joined the 

Branch. One long-time member stated that 

the presentations and handouts ñjustified 

my annual dues.ò 

 

We are at work on our spring 2012 pro-

gram, which will focus on financial liter-

acy training for young women and girls. If 

you have suggestions for our fall 2012 
program (we are thinking about Smart 

Giving) or would like to join our team, 

please contact me. 

 

SPORTS EQUITY ACTION 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

Sports Equity is ready for action. Last 

yearôs ñKnow The Scoreò investigations 

showed that more girls could be taking 

advantage of opportunities offered by high 

school athletics. On January 30 we will 

meet at HQ at 4:30 pm to put our ideas 

into action. You can help design materials 
promoting the benefits of sports to incom-

ing freshman girls and their parents. You 

can visit schools to present findings of the 

Know The Score project to parents and 

administrators. You can take a Know The 

Score checklist to additional local schools.  

Whatever your skills and interests, there 

are actions that you can take. Take action 

by attending a womenôs sporting event. 

Itôs easy ï and fun ï to Be In The Seats 

(BITS). On January 28, a group of 100 
BAWSI Girls will be at the Stanford-Cal 

basketball game at Stanford starting at 

2:00 pm. Come and be part of the crowd. 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS 

mailto:ebenoit@pacbell.net
mailto:rcbaker@sbcglobal.net
mailto:JSGuinther@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lbaliman@comcast.net
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PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Gloria Leonard,  

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net 

 

The San Jose Branch Public Policy Com-
mittee members meet on the second Tues-

day of the month at 6:00 pm.  Members 

discuss, plan and implement public policy 

programs that inform and mobilize our 

members to take action on critical issues. 

At the last meeting we discussed:   

 

Human Trafficking ï planning a program 

to raise awareness of members to this issue 

(see Third Wednesday announcement). 

 

Using media to spread the message of 
AAUW, e.g., CreaTV. 

 

AAUW CA 2012 ñItôs My Vote:  I Will 

Be Heard!ò voter education campaign = 

strategizing and planning. 

 

ñCrossing the Line: Sexual Harassmentò ï 

leveraging AAUW research. 

 
Equal Pay Day ï April 17, 2012:  updating 

and planning for 2012 activities; partner-

ing with the Coalition for Equal Pay; plan-

ning workshop on Equal Pay Day activi-

ties at AAUW California Convention. 

 

Join us in advancing the AAUW mission! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO WANTS TO MEET A FELLOW? 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net  

 

AAUW has a long and distinguished his-

tory of advancing educational and profes-
sional opportunities for women in the 

United States and around the globe. One 

of the worldôs largest sources of funding 

for graduate women, AAUW provided 

more than $3.7 

million in fund-

ing for some 

240 fellowships 

and grants to 

outstanding 

women and 

nonprofit or-
ganizations in 

the 2011-2012 

academic year. 

Forty-three 

grants were 

made to women 

studying in 

California. Five 

of these fellows are funded by fellowships 

established by the San Jose Branch. In 

October members of our Branch met sev-
eral fellows in person at the Northern Cali-

fornia Luncheon hosted by AAUW CA, 

including Lissette Wilensky. 

 

Lissette has been fascinated by the work-

ings of the human body since a young age 

and so chose to dedicate her education and 

career to bioengineering and biotechnol-

ogy. She will use her education to bring 

new technologies and treatments into the 

biotechnology and medical world by the 

application of cellular and molecular engi-
neering and regenerative medicine. The 

Winifred W. Brown Selected Professions 

Fellowship funds Lissetteôs work. Winnie 

Brown was President of the San Jose 

Branch in 1973-1974. 

  

Thanks to donations from members like 

you, we expect that the San Jose Branch 

will be sponsoring one more woman next 

year when the San Jose Branch Centennial 

American Fellowship is complete. 
Our Holiday Social on December 10th was 

well-attended and lots of fun.   

 

Nan Bostick entertained and educated us 

on the history of ragtime music, popular at 

the time that our House was built. 
 

Nan had a well-researched presentation, 

created on a two-year research pilgrimage 

pursuing the facts around her óUncle Char-

lie,ô an early ragtime composer who also 

performed and worked with Scott Joplin, 

whose music was made popular in the 

movie óThe Sting.ô  In addition to seeing 

many historical photos, Nan entertained us 

with many lively órags.ô  She really put our 

AAUW San Jose piano to work! 

 
She also talked about how societal norms 

of the time led women to be prominent as 

ragtime musicians and composers. (Young 

women were taught to play the piano, 

young men of the time typically were not!) 

 

It was a fun afternoon of music, food and 

funða great time to see old friends, wel-

come some members who have recently 

joined, and celebrate all the holidays of 

this time of year. 

 

 

  

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
JANUARY 2012 

PUBLIC POLICY/EDUCATIONAL FUNDS HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
P 

Nan Bostick at our Holiday Social 

Lissette Wilensky, 

AAUW Fellow 
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INTEREST GROUPS SUPPORT  

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP HOLIDAY 

BOUTIQUE 

Brenda Ladewig, bladewig@sbcglobal.net 

 
Thank you again to the Interest Groups 

who supported the Holiday Boutique with 

donations of thematic baskets. The groups 

included Mystery Lovers, Bridge, 

Wednesday Night Book Group, Couples 

Gourmet II, Weekend Walkers, Family 

History and Exploring World Literature. 

The Friends Group also donated items to 

sell. With your help, we raised $5,400 at 

the Boutique. 

As 2012 begins, the Local Scholarship 

Committee looks forward to spring when 

applications will be received and inter-

views held to determine the scholarships to 

be awarded in the fall. This is the time 

when your generosity comes to fruition in 

making a difference for young women. 

                                                                                                                  

GREAT DECISIONS 

Judy Kristofferson, doinel@ earthlink.net 

 

Would you like a New Yearôs resolution 

that doesnôt involve counting calories or 
spending hours at the gym? This resolution 

would allow you to spend a little time each 

month, in the company of friends, explor-

ing the important international issues of 

2012. 

 

Participate in an AAUW Great Decisions 

group starting in January. If you join the 

evening sessions, meetings start January 

24 at 7:00 pm. The morning group will 

meet at 9:30 am, starting January 26. Top-
ics that will be covered this year include: 

cyber security, changes in the Middle East 

and promoting democracy. 

HIKES AND WALKS 

Anne Wustrow, a.wustrow@comcast.net 

This month we will enjoy an urban stroll 

through a neighborhood in Los 

Gatos.  Meet at the home of Anne Wus-

trow (408-827-4572), 116 Vallecitos Way, 

Los Gatos, on Saturday, January 14, at 

4:00 pm. Our walk promises to include 

some amazing vistas of the Santa Clara 
Valley. Please bring an appetizer to share 

after our walk at Anneôs home. (If you 

would rather not walk, then just join us for 

the ñafter-walkò around 5:00 pm.) 

  

If you would like to carpool, meet at 

Headquarters at 3:30 pm. Contact Jean 

Reed (408-655-9616) so that we are sure 

not to leave you behind.       

 

FRIENDS GROUP 

UNIQUE EXPLORATIONS  

IN FOREIGN LANDS 

Edie Kerr, ediek@strannik.com 

AAUW member Sue Swackhamer and her 
husband Barry rented out their house for 

4½ years and sailed to Australia. They 

bought a 43-foot sailboat named Wind 

Spirit so they could explore South Pacific 

islands that were off the beaten track. The 

two of them meandered through French 

Polynesia, the Cook Islands, Western Sa-

moa, Tonga, Fiji and New Caledonia. 

  

People always ask, ñWhat in the world do 

you do all day?ò Sue will tell us what they 

did and saw on their 25-day ocean cross-
ing from Puerto Vallarta to their first land-

fall in the Marquesas. She will tell us 

about sailing and about the islands at 

which they stopped. And they are still to-

gether! They took two years to get to Aus-

tralia. After all, it wasnôt a race. Whatôs 

the point if you donôt stop and explore the 

islands along the way? This is not your 

usual presentation of pictures of a destina-
tion. This is about unique explorations in 

foreign lands. 

 

Sue will give her presentation on Wednes-

day, January 24, at 10:00 am at Headquar-

ters. Do not miss this exciting program!! 

 

ART APPRECIATION  

Visits the Legion of Honor 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

 
Pissarrosôs People, an exhibit at San Fran-

ciscoôs Legion of Honor, is this monthôs 

selection for the Art Appreciation interest 

groupôs viewing on Wednesday, January 

18. This exhibition of paintings and works 

on paper explores three dimensions of 

Camille Pissarroôs life and art: his family 

ties, his friendships and his intense intel-

lectual involvement with the social and 

political theories of this time. Little known 

facts about the artist, who exhibited impor-
tant impressionist works in Paris, include 

that, he held a Danish nationality, having 

been born on the tiny Danish colonial is-

land of St. Thomas in the Caribbean. He 

also went to a boarding school in Paris at 

12 years old, and lived in Venezuela, Lon-

don and outside of Paris. To learn more, 

all interested AAUW members are invited 

to join the outing. 

 

We will meet at Headquarters at 9:10 am 

on Wednesday, January 18, to carpool. 
Entrance fees to the museum and exhibit 

are a total of $15 for adults, $12 for sen-

iors (65+) and free for Fine Arts Museums 

of San Francisco (FAMSF) members. Un-

fortunately there is no docent tour at this 

time, but an excellent audio guide is avail-

able for an additional fee of $7 for FAMSF 

members and $8 for nonmembers. As al-

ways, travel costs are shared by carpool 

passengers with a contribution of $5 each 

to our drivers. Please let us know if you 
are available to drive. Following our ex-

ploration of the exhibit, we will have lunch 

(Continued on page 6) 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
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at the museumôs caf®. We expect to return 

to Headquarters by about 3:30 pm. 

 
To make a reservation, please contact 

JoAnn Moritz at (408) 253-5435 or Cheryl 

Markman at cherylmark-

man@hotmail.com by Friday, January 13. 

MYSTERY LOVERS GROUP 

Diane Canby, dacanby@comcast.net 

A plane crashes into the Grand Canyon in 

1956 and, along with 172 passengers, a 
briefcase full of gems is lost. When 50 

years later a young Hopi native tries to 

pawn a gem presumed lost in the crash, 

former tribal Police Lieutenant, Joe 

Leaphorn, is called out of retirement to 

help investigate. He soon learns that the 

gemôs resurfacing has captured the atten-

tion of strangers who would rather keep 

the secrets of the past hidden. 

 

The Mystery Lovers Group will meet on 
Thursday, January 19, at 7:00 pm to dis-

cuss Skeleton Man by Tony Hillerman. 

All mystery lovers are free to join us! 

 

NOVEMBER 2011  

AAUW BRIDGE WINNERS 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

First Monday - Bobbie Eckerman, Mary 

Clare Hopkins 

 

Second Monday - Wanda Foss, Pat Miko-

lic, Lela Viswanthan 

 

Second Thursday - Bobbie Eckerman, 

Judy Hart, Gay Gale 

 
Second Friday (Duplicate) - Ruth White, 

Bobbie Eckerman, Mary Ellen Heising 

 

Third Friday - Pat Seaman, Kennette 

Shannon, Judy Kumagai 

 

Fifth Tuesday - Bobbie Eckerman, Ruth 

White 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted, events are held 

at Headquarters, 1165 Minnesota Ave-

nue, San José, CA 95125 

 

Weekend Walkers meet most Saturday 
and Sunday mornings for an hour-long 

walk on the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Con-

tact Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net, to 

receive a weekly alert about walks. 

 

January 2, Monday 10:00 am 

Bridge 

Mary Clare Hopkins,  

maryclarehopkins@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dienstag 2 Januar um 11 Uhr  

German Conversation  
bei Sue Swackhamer, 135 Destry Ct, SJ 

95136. RSVP an 227 5887 oder 

Barry_Sue90@hotmail.com 

 

January 3, Tuesday 7:00 pm 

NEIGHBORS HELPING  

NEIGHBORS 

Bobbie Baker, rcbaker@sbcglobal.net 

 

January 4, Wednesday  

6:15 pm Social, 6:45 pm Meeting 

BOARD MEETING 

Edna Robison, e29.robison@yahoo.com  

All members are welcome. 

 

January 5, Thursday 1:00 pm 

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP MEETING 

Grace OôLeary, oleary1128@comcast.net 

 

January 9, Monday 10:00 am 

Bridge 

Rosemary Busch, chezburo@juno.com 

 
January 9, Monday 1:30 pm 

FINANCIALLY FIT FOR LIFE 

MEETING 

Linda Baliman, lbaliman@comcast.net 

 

January 9, Monday 6 pm 

Gourmet Light 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com, or 

Barbara Bettencourt, 

twowrldtrvlrs@aol.com 
 

 

 

January 10, Tuesday 8:30ð10:30 am 

TECH EXCELLENCE/TECH TREK 

Aviation class/United Airlines pilot 

John Muir Middle School 

1260 Branham Lane 
San Jose, CA 95118  

Jane Guinther, jsguinther@sbcglobal.net 

See article, p. 3 

 

January 10, Tuesday 9:30 am 

Book Discussion 

One Amazing Thing by Chita Dirakarson 

Led by Joyce Baker. 

Mary Lee Baiocchi,  

gmlbaiocchi@sbcglobal.net 

 

January 10, Tuesday 2:00 pm 

LAF PLANNING MEETING 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@gmail.com 

 

January 11, Wednesday 7:00 pm 

Wednesday Night Book Group 

The Hotel On the Corner of  

Bitter and Sweet 

Laura Manthey, LSMant@aol.com 

 

January 12, Thursday 10:00 am 
Family History 

Meet at Santa Clara City Library 

2635 Homestead, 2nd floor, 

Genealogical Collection Room 

Sue Eichenbaum,  

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

 

January 12, Thursday 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

January 13, Friday 10:00 am 
Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 

 

January 14, Saturday 4:00ð6:00 pm 

Weekend Walkers 

Anne Wustrow, a.wustrow@comcast.net 

See article, p. 5 

 

January 14, Saturday 6:30 pm 

Couples Gourmet 

Meets at various homes 
Margaret Bard, margaretbard@gmail.com 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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January 15, Sunday - Time varies 

Film Fans 

Linda Snashall, lsnashall@comcast.net 
 

January 16, Monday 9:30 am 

Exploring World Literature 

Blindness by Jose Saramago 

Presented by Barbara Bettencourt. 

Marcia Capella,  

marciacapella@sbcglogal.net 

 

January 17, Tuesday 6:00 pm 

PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE  

MEETING 

Candace Capogrossi,  
CandaceCap408@aol.com 

 

mardi le 17 Jan à 7 heures  

French Conversation 

Apportez votre sandwich 

chez Renee Fisher 946 Marble Ct, SJ 

RSVP à 268-7569 ou 

reneegfisher@gmail.com 

 

January 18, Wednesday 9:10 am 

Art Appreciation 
Travel to Palace of the Legion  

of Honor Museum,  

JoAnn Moritz, (408) 253-5435, or 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

See article p. 5 

 

January 18, Wednesday 4:00 pm 

THIRD WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 

Slide show and talk about Israel  

and Palestine 

Linda Sekiguchi, lindas4@juno.com 
See article, p. 1 

 

January 19, Thursday, 7:00 pm 

Mystery Lovers Group 

Skeleton Man by Tony Hillerman 

Diane Canby, dacanby@comcast.net 

 

January 20, Friday 10:00 am 

Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 

 
 

 

January 20, Friday 6:30 pm 

AAUW Singles 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

January 23, Monday 9:30 am 

BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING 

Carol Baker, carol.abaker@sbcglobal.net 

 

January 23, Monday 6:30 pm 

Vegetarian Gourmet 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

January 24, Tuesday 2:00 pm 

LAF PLANNING MEETING 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@gmail.com 

 
January 24, Tuesday 7:00 pm 

Great Decisions 

Pat Diamond, 

pat.diamond@patdiamond.com 

 

January 24, Tuesday 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

January 25, Wednesday  

8:30 amð2:00 pm 

TECH EXCELLENCE/TECH TREK 

Field Trip Hiller Aviation Museum 

Meet at John Muir Middle School 

1260 Branham Lane 

San Jose, CA 95118 

Jane Guinther, jsguinther@sbcglobal.net 

See article, p. 3 

 

January 25, Wednesday 10:00 am 

Friends Group 

Sue Swackhamer on sailing and  

explorations in foreign lands 
Edie Kerr, ediek@stannick.com 

See article, p.5 

 

January 26, Thursday 9:30 am 

Great Decisions 

Margo Tenold, revmargo@att.net 

Dian Syverson, sendtodvs@aol.com 

 

January 28, Saturday 2:00ð5:00 pm 

BITS, Stanford v. Cal basketball 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 
See article, p. 3 

 

 

January 30, Monday 4:30ð5:30 pm 

SPORTS EQUITY MEETING 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

January 30, Monday 6:00ð7:30 pm 
 

MEMBERSHIP OPEN HOUSE 

Mingle & Munch and hear about the pro-

grams that AAUW has to offer. 

Peggy Maibaum, Peggyapcm@gmail.com 

or 408-358-2913 

See article, p. 1 

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
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MISS REPRESENTATION, THE FILM: BRING SOMEONE YOU LOVE TO SEE IT 
Louise Persson, louisepersson1@gmail.com 

 

The Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) committee will hold a 

screening of the documentary film, Miss Representation, in 

February. The film probes the distorted way the media por-

trays womenðand how it affects girls. 

 

The documentary weaves stories from teenage girls with pro-

vocative interviews from Condoleezza Rice, Nancy Pelosi, Katie Couric, Rachel Maddow, and Gloria Steinem to give an inside look 

at the media and its message. Included is a social action campaign to address change in policy and education and to call for socially 

responsible business. Miss Representation premiered at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival and was shown at the AAUW National 
Convention in June 2011.  LAF will screen the film as a fundraiser on Saturday, February 11, 7:00 pm, at Presentation High School, 

2281 Plummer Avenue, San Jose, CA. Bring someone you love to see it! 

 

AAUW CALIFORNIA CONVENTION 

April 13-15, 2012 

Santa Clara Marriott Hotel 

2700 Mission College Blvd. 

Santa Clara, CA 

Save the Date! 

President: Edna Robison 

Membership: Claire Campodonico, Alice Lopez, Sharon Bouska, 

Peggy Maibaum 

Bonfire Staff: 

Editors: Edna Robison, Judy Kristofferson, Gloria Leonard,  
Peg Carlson-Bowen 

Distribution: Alma Powell 

Change of Address: Linda Lloyd 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the associationôs business to its membership. Only articles 

and announcements related to branch business will be considered for inclusion. 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 

COMING EVENTS 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

San Jose Branch  

AAUW Headquarters 

1165 Minnesota Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Phone: (408) 294-2430 

San Jose Branch Bonfire (USPS 857-400) is published monthly except 

July for $8.95 per year by San Jose Branch AAUW,  

1165 Minnesota Ave., San Jose, CA 95125-3324. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. Circulation: 325 

Postmaster: Send address changes to AAUWïSan Jose Branch,  
1165 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125-3324 

Deadline: Articles and calendar items must be submitted to the Edi-

tor for review by the first of the month before publication. For ex-

ample, November 1st for the December issue.  

To submit items, send an email to Marilyn Jackson,  

marjack44@sbcglobal.net with a Microsoft WORD attachment. 
Please include ñAAUW Bonfire (month/year)ò in the subject line.  

Send calendar items to Judy Kristofferson, doinel@earthlink.net.  

Include meeting name, date, day of the week, time, location and 

contact name. 
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