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MISS REPRESENTATION: BRING SOMEONE YOU LOVE TO SEE IT  
Louise Persson, louise.persson1@gmail.com 

 

FEBRUARY 2012 

SAN JOSE BRANCH 

BONFIREBONFIRE  
Volume LXIII, Issue 7     AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH Established in 1909 ‘Women Leading Change’ 

AAUW's Mission Statement– AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.  

 AAUW’s Value Promise —By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and  

economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

AAUW San Jose Presents:  

MISS REPRESENTATION 
Fundraiser for the AAUW  

Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 

February 11, 2012  7:00ð9:00 pm  

Presentation High School 

$20 suggested donation (or more), $10 (students) 
Please make checks to:  AAUW Funds/LAF. 

Tickets available from members before  

February 1 and at the door.  

 

LAF will present its 2012 fundraiser, a screening of 

the acclaimed film Miss Representation, at Presenta-

tion High School, 2281 Plummer Ave., San Jose, CA 

95125, at 7:00 pm, Saturday, February 11. The film 

is a documentary about the distorted way the media 

presents womenðand its effect on girls and boys. 

(Continued on page 6) 

We realize that driving at night 

is difficult for some. If you 

would like us to arrange a ride 

for you, please email or call the 

contact for the event to discuss 

the possibility at least one day 
before the event. 

COMING UP 

 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM: 

MISS REPRESENTATION 

(film) 

Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 

Fundraiser  

Saturday, February 11, 7:00 pm 

Presentation High School 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@ gmail.com 

 

FEBRUARY THIRD 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 

Wednesday, February 15,  

4:00 pm (Note earlier time) 

Human Trafficking, San José 

Police Department 

Virginia Beck, 

beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

 

WOMEN OF THE WORLD 

(WOW) 

March 17, Saturday  
10:00 amï12:00 noon 

Willow Glen Public Library 

Helen Stevens,  

Helen.Stevens@sjsu.edu 

 

MARCH  THIRD 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 

March 21, Wednesday 7:00 pm 

Road Scholar Program,  

Pat Skavdahl 

It is estimated that California is among the top three states in the nation for human trafficking but 

when we think of human trafficking, we think of it as a national and state issue, not a local issue. 

By its very nature, human trafficking is largely hidden from view but exists in many different 

forms right here in San Jose and throughout the Bay Area. It exists as sexual exploitation of chil-

drenðwalking the streets engaging in prostitution activity (now called CSEC or ñCommercially 

Sexually Exploited Childò), online, and in other sex-related businesses. In addition, there is sexual 

exploitation of adults who feel they cannot leave the sex industry for a variety of reasons even if 

they want. Human trafficking also relates to forced labor in many different formsðfrom domestic 

servitude and service industry jobs to agriculture. Unfortunately, human trafficking is not limited to 

these areas. These are just examples of some common forms of human trafficking in the Bay Area. 

 
Join us at the February Third Wednesday Program sponsored by the San Jose Branch Public Policy 

Committee when Detective Jeremy Martinez, San Jose Police Department Human Trafficking Task 

Force, will raise our awareness of this very real and dangerous issue, how it affects us locally, and 

what AAUW members can do to advocate for the victims. 

Third Wednesday Program 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: IN OUR COMMUNITY? 
Wednesday, February 15, 4:00 pm (Note earlier time) 

Virginia Beck, beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

mailto:Louise%20Persson,%20louise.persson1@gmail.com
mailto:marjack44@sbcglobal.net?subject=email%20subject
mailto:beck_virginia@yahoo.com
mailto:Helen.Stevens@sjsu.edu
mailto:beck_virginia@yahoo.com
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The holidays are behind us but there are 
more opportunities to connect with fami-

lies, friends and our community of like-

minded organizations. We started the year 

meeting with the Office of Womenôs Pol-

icy (OWP) to take on the partnership chal-

lenge and bring more depth to our mem-

bership. OWP identifies and addresses 

ñcurrent and emerging issues for women 

and girls challenging our community to-

dayò and ñécomplement local advocacy 

efforts through a focus on education, ef-
fective public policy implementation, and 

systems and institutional reform to better 

serve women and girls.ò The Board has 

authorized Linda Baliman, who success-

fully led the Financially Fit for Life 

(FFFL) series for Branch members, to 

initiate FFFL and $tart$mart with OWP. 

The Board has determined that there is no 

conflict of interest between the AAUW 

San Jose Branch and the OWP in the ob-

jectives of the two organizations and no 

amount of financial support will go from 
the Branch to the OWP. 

 

The AAUW San Jose Branch actively 

engages in collaborating with other or-

ganizations to expand our mission.  

 

¶Since this is election year, our public 

policy committee, co-chaired by Candy 

Caprogrossi and Gloria Leonard, contin-

ues to steer the ñItôs My Vote:  I Will Be 

Heardò campaign and will collaborate 

with the League of Women Voters San 

Jose-Santa Clara on voter education. Glo-
ria also steered NHN members to help 

organize the holiday volunteers at Next 

Door Solutions to Domestic Violence. 

 

¶On the Legal Advocacy Funds (LAF) 

front, Louise Persson (LAF Chair) and 

Sharon Bouska (Membership Co-VP) 

looked to Presentation High School to 

hold the ñMiss Representationò film 

screening on February 11 at that location.  
Louise Persson also spoke at the Rotary 

Club meeting in January to present the 

value of supporting LAF. 

 

¶Sports Equity, chaired by Jean Reed, 

partners with the Bay Area Womenôs 

Sports Initiative (BAWSI) to ensure that 

girls have a fair chance in high school 

sports.  As AAUW Educational Opportu-

nities Funds Chair, she also reaches out 

to other AAUW branches to complete 

our $200,000 American Centennial Fel-

lowship goal this year. 
 

¶Gifts for Teens, chaired by Elaine Benoit, 

taps volunteers from high-tech corpora-

tions and local organizations and in 2011 

over 600 AAUW and community volun-

teers got the job done. 

 

¶Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN), 

chaired by Anne Wustrow and Bobbie 

Baker, continues to help family shelters 

through Project Linus and partners with 

Sacred Heart Community Center, Santa 

Maria Urban Mission and Second Har-

vest Food Bank to serve our community. 
NHN also works with supermarkets and 

grocery stores for their gleaning project. 

 

¶Local Scholarship, chaired by Brenda 

Ladewig and supported by other commit-

tee members, past presidents and interest 

groups, reaches out to the community 

annually to provide opportunities for 

local women to enter their junior year in 

college and receive assistance in funding. 

 

¶Tech Excellence and Tech Trek, chaired 

by Jane Guinther and Mary Ellen Mad-

den, hold classes at the John Muir Middle 

School and coordinate the summer camps 
at Stanford. They also coordinate field 

trips with nearby museums, colleges and 

high-tech companies to open the girls to 

careers in science, technology, engineer-

ing and mathematics. 

 

The Branch thanks all members and vol-

unteers who have helped our leaders ac-

complish our mission and partnership 

goals this year. On a broader scale, please 

take a moment also to read the AAUW 
accomplishments at http://www.aauw.org/

act/issue_advocacy/AAUW-

accomplishments-2011.cfm. 

 

NEW BRANCH MEMBERS 
Claire Campodonico,  

clairecamp@comcast.net 

 

CAMILLE ñMIMIò KEARNS is a na-

tive Californian. Her cousin Mary Barry 

referred her to the Branch. Mimi gradu-

ated from UC Berkeley with a BA in soci-

ology. She continued her education at De 

Anza College, where she became a regis-
tered nurse. She currently works for two 

medical clinics in Los Gatos, where she 

and her family reside, as a certified radia-

tion technician. Mimi is also an accom-

plished painter. Her medium is oil. Her 

paintings have been exhibited internation-

ally and in local museums. Mimi has al-

ready participated in Gifts For Teens. 

Contact: #402-3498,  

kemimi60@gmail.com  

 
SUSAN HAILPERN recently moved 

here from New York. Wanting to meet 

other interesting women and get involved 

in her new community, she found us on 

the web. Susan graduated from the Uni-

versity of Colorado with her bachelorôs 

degree in nursing. She continued her stud-

ies at New York Medical College, where 

she earned her doctorate in public health. 

Before her relocation, she was a professor 

at the masterôs and Ph.D. level in biostatis-
tics at Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

in the Bronx. Susan has already joined 

Weekend Walkers. Contact: # 914-282-

8814, susan@hailpern.com  

 

GERALDINE ñGERIò WILLIAMS 
obtained her BA in elementary education 

from SJSU. She continued her studies at 

the University of San Francisco, earning 

an MA in administrative studies. After 

having taught at the elementary level, Geri 

became a resource teacher for GATE/
Professional Development in the San Jose 

(Continued on page 3) 
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PRESIDENTôS SPARKS 

Edna Robison, President 

e29.robison@yahoo.com 

http://www.aauw.org/act/issue_advocacy/AAUW-accomplishments-2011.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/act/issue_advocacy/AAUW-accomplishments-2011.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/act/issue_advocacy/AAUW-accomplishments-2011.cfm
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We have a unique opportunity this spring when the AAUW California Convention EXPLORE 
AAUW 2012 comes to our backyardðthe Santa Clara Marriott. I have been to three state con-

ventions and always come away smarter, excited and inspired. Registration begins in early Febru-

ary on the AAUW CA web site at www.aauw-ca.org. The AAUW CA newsletter, The Perspec-

tive, will be mailed to your home in early February and will have workshop, speakers, meals and 

registration information. A special reduced hotel rate will also be included. 

 

Registration will be $199 BUT if you volunteer just 5 hours over ThursdayïSunday, April 12ï15, 

you can register for only $135. Volunteers are essential to the success of the Convention and it 

canôt happen without you. I have volunteered to be in charge of the Local Arrangement Committee, which will need volunteers to 

staff registration and workshops, greet people and answer questions, take tickets at meals and events and put together packets on 

Thursday. This is an easy way to contribute and save a few dollars. However, you can volunteer without staying for the Convention, 

if that is what works into your schedule.  
 

This is a great opportunity for training, networking with other AAUW members and learning about the important efforts of the 

AAUW branches around the state. Contact me via email with questions or to volunteer. You will make a difference! 

AAUW CA STATE CONVENTION: CAN YOU HELP? 
April 13-15, 2012, Santa Clara Marriott 

Virginia Beck, beck_virginia@yahoo.com  

WHO WANTS TO MEET 

A FELLOW? 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

Shannon Malone has experience in 
service-learning and international 

education. Inspired by her work in 

a community near around the Gua-

temala City garbage dump, she is 

pursuing a masterôs degree in in-

ternational affairs at Columbia 

University with a focus on eco-

nomic and political development. 

She plans to lead education policy 

reform in developing nations that 

taps into education's power to drive economic development, par-

ticularly by opening up opportunities for women and girls. 
 

Shannon is supported by a Career Development Grant, which 

was established in 1989 in the name of member Sandra Savage. 

 

AAUW TAX REMINDER 

 

Most donations to AAUW and part of AAUW dues are tax de-
ductible. Members who paid full dues of $91 can deduct $46 of 

the total. If you joined this year at a discounted rate, contact any 

Membership Co-VPs to determine what portion of dues are de-

ductible. If you did not get a letter from AAUW National as a 

receipt for your donations to AAUW Funds, contact Jean Reed. 

For verification of donations to Local Scholarship, Gifts for 

Teens, Tech Excellence or Tech Trek, contact the Community 

Action Project chair.  

Shannon Malone,  

AAUW Fellow 

Unified School District. Now retired, she is eager to join our 

many groups. She is also an active member in the Los Gatos-

Saratoga branch. Contact: #642-5042,  
gerisjs@aol.com  

 

TRICIA PRATT was a member in St. Louis, Missouri before 

moving back to California several years ago. She found us on the 

web and joined at a recent Open House. Tricia earned her BS in 

economics at Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont. She 

continued her studies at Santa Clara University, obtaining her 

MBA. She works at Space Systems/Loral in Palo Alto. Her field 

of expertise is financial analysis. Tricia and her husband look 

forward to joining Couples Gourmet. Their two adult daughters 

reside in New York. Contact: #777-7494, pratt@ssd.loral.com  

 
ELIZABETH LAWSON-GILL, a Maine native, graduated 

from Saint Josephôs College in Maine, earning her bachelor of 

science in nursing. She is a registered nurse in the radiology de-

partment at El Camino Hospital in Mountain View and a clinical 

instructor in the nursing program at De Anza College. She first 

heard of our Branch when both her daughters, Emily and Katie, 

became Tech Trek campers.  Contact: #445-8834,  

menemnkt@sbcglobal.net 

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

Linda Lloyd, ljlloyd47@yahoo.com 
 

We welcome the following new members and thank the current 

members who brought them into the Branch: 

Candi Avlakeotes, candiavla@yahoo.com 
Kathy Bechly, kmbechly@sbcglobal.net 
Rise Berry, rise.berry@sbcglobal.net, Susan Brundage 

Joan Meyer, yjmey@yahoo.com, mother was a member 

(Continued from page 2) 

http://www.aauw-ca.org/
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WOMEN LEADING CHANGE IN  

Science, Technology, Engineering,   

and Mathematics (STEM) 

Jane Guinther, JSGuinther@sbcglobal.net  

Tech Excellence, a Branch Community 

Action Project, is working with todayôs 

girls for tomorrowôs future. How many 

times have we asked ourselves which ca-

reer would we have chosen if only weôd 

known the opportunities? Each year we 

expose more than 30 girls from John Muir 

Middle School to real-world careers in 

aeronautics, computers, veterinary medi-

cine, nutrition, plastics, green technology, 

marine biology, occupational therapy and 
astronomy through hands-on science. Our 

team has worked in many fields, but more 

importantly made a lifelong commitment 

to kids. In this economic downturn our 

government has lost sight of our roots, our 

children. Weôre filling this gap. There are 

those who talk about solutions and those 

who are the solution. We strive to be the 

latter. 

 

Why do we arrive at 8:30 am to school 

twice a month, sometimes climbing 
aboard the big yellow school bus travers-

ing the peninsula? We enjoy working in 

the girlsô small hands-on project groups, 

helping build self-esteem through their 

successes. Our fascinating speakers bring 

science alive for all of us. Seeing the light 

bulbs shine, their interesting questions, 

engaging attitudes are some of the reward-

ing moments. 

 

These are the special ladies who make 
Tech Excellence happen:  Elaine Benoit, 

Linda Caren, Gail Chaid, Nancy Hooton, 

Kathy Finney, Jane Guinther, Jean Ann 

Luckhardt, Mary Ellen Madden, Kathy 

Mangan and Cheryl Markman. One of our 

longest serving most committed members 

is 81. Kids keep you young! Our lives are 

full with work and family commitments 
and many health issues; however weôre in 

the classroom and developing programs 

when possible. Our team also works with 

San Jose Tech Trek, promoting its mis-

sion, reading applications, interviewing 

candidates and awarding our scholarships 

to selected middle school girls to attend a 

summer science camp at Stanford.  

 

During our moon class our astronomers 

had four high-powered telescopes focused 

on the morning moon. Kathy Mangan 
came running into class beaming. You 

have to see the moonðitôs incredible! We 

all spend more time now looking up to see 

the phases of the moon. Weôre more 

aware of the world surrounding us. 

Through science weôre helping girls set 

goals today. If we have sparked your curi-

osity, please contact us. To all our mem-

bers and organizations who have gener-

ously donated funds for camp scholar-

ships, class supplies and field trip ex-
penses, Thank You! 
 

THOUSANDS RECEIVE GIFTS!  
Elaine Benoit, ebenoit@pacbell.net 

 

Gifts for Teens had another banner year 

distributing 1,546 bags and special gifts. 

The needy teens served by Sacred Heart 

Community Service and the homeless, 

group home and foster care teens served 

by three other agencies appreciated the 

festive bags full of fun and useful items 
this holiday season. More than 425 volun-

teers prepared gift items and assembled 

the bags over a two-week period. Judging 

from the chatter, laughter and efficiency 

of this enthusiastic volunteer army, the 

workers had a good time while helping the 

poor of our community. AAUW groups, 

school teens, alumnae moms, Cisco and 

corporate teams, local groups, many indi-

viduals (and one baby!), participated in 

the gift bag and tote assembly. A total of 
1,346 bags stuffed full with t-shirts, cos-

metics, hand-made scarves, flip flops, 

jewelry, socks, Target and food gift cards, 

hygiene items, snacks and other fun small 

gifts were given to local teenagers. Addi-

tionally, 200 sweatshirts and blankets 

were distributed. A story to share...One 

young mom, desperately seeking a gift for 
her teenage son, dropped by the assembly 

site to ask for help on December 14. She 

attends college, holds down a part-time 

job yet didnôt have enough income for 

holiday gifts and asked if she could work 

in exchange for a gift duffel bag. She 

gratefully chose a large, full duffel and 

insisted on helping in the assembly line 

that afternoon.   

 

AAUW members serving on the 22-

member committee include: Gloria Leo-
nard, Sharon Bouska, Elaine Benoit, Carol 

Fitting, Cheryl Markman, Phyllis Keesey, 

Lorraine Navone and Rosemarie Mirkin.  

 

In this down economy, providing 1,546 

gifts is quite a feat! Gifts for Teens thanks 

all our generous cash and item donors and 

assembly-day workers for their help, love, 

time spent during the busy holiday season 

and especially for their generous caring 

attitude.  
 

COME JOIN THE LOCAL  

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Brenda Ladewig, bladewig@sbcglobal.net 

 

Thirteen women comprise the Local 

Scholarship Committee. They are: Brenda 

Ladewig, chair, Barbara Bettencourt, San-

dra Savage, Mary Ellen Heising, Claire 

Campodonico, Sharon Bouska, Virginia 

Beck, Judy Ohland, Marilyn Jackson, Rita 

Skillman, Cheryl Markman, Loren Rey-
nolds and Grace OôLeary. Ex officio 

members Edie Kerr, Gloria Leonard and 

President Edna Robison also support our 

group. 

 

If you are interested in joining the com-

mittee, please let me know. One member 

has described her experience helping with 

the Holiday Boutique as hard work made 

fun! Thereôs also the joy of interacting 

with scholarship applicants and the cama-
raderie of the group. Local Scholarship is 

one more way of making a difference for 

women. 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS 

mailto:JSGuinther@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ebenoit@pacbell.net
mailto:bladewigt@sbcglobal.net
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LUNCH BUNCH 

Rene Welter, renewelter@sbcglobal.net    

 

The Lunch Bunch Group sprang out of 

The New Comers Group many years ago.  
After a year of being newcomers and ex-

ploring the different AAUW interest 

groups together, our members decided to 

get together once a month for lunch.  It 

was so popular that "old comers" decided 

they wanted to come too.  We became 

Lunch Bunchers and have been going 

strong since.   

We meet on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month for lunch except for November and 

December.  Because that date is so close to 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, we meet the 

1st Tuesday of December and call it our 

Holiday Lunch.  Members of the group 

take turns selecting a restaurant and make 

reservations.  We try to vary the cuisine 

each month and try new and interesting 

places and old standbys. It is a great group 

for newcomers to enjoy lunch and meet 

other AAUW members.   

 
In December we had lunch at the Almaden 

Country Club.  In January we went to the 

Elephant Bar on Hamilton Avenue in 

Campbell and in February we will go to 

House of Chu to celebrate Chinese New 

Year.  We hope you will join us for one of 

our fun lunches.  Pat Mikolic and Rene 

Welter are co-chairs and will be happy to 

take reservations any time you would like 

to join us.   

 

 

 

LUNCH BUNCH CELEBRATES  

CHINESE NEW YEAR 
Rene Welter, renewelter@sbcglobal.net 

Pat Mikolic, bmikolic@pacbell.net 

 
Lunch Bunch will celebrate Chinese New 

Year on Tuesday, February 28 at House of 

Chu with a pre-set seven-course luncheon. 

The price is $15 all-inclusive (alcoholic 

beverages on your own). Please RSVP no 

later than Friday, February 24. Please note 

that if you RSVP and then do not attend, 

you should expect to pay for your meal 

anyway as we will be charged for the 

number of persons reserved. We will meet 

at 12:00 noon at 5365 Camden Avenue, 

San Jose. Gong Hey Fat Choy! 
 

ART APPRECIATION 

ñThis Kind of Bird Flies Backwardsò 

 Paintings by Joan Brown 

Jean McNamara  

ñA woman in the manôs club of Bay Area 

painting,ò wrote Mauree Davidson in a 

November Metro in reference to Joan 

Brown, an influential figurative artist. 

ñThis kind of Bird Flies Backwardsò is a 

large Joan Brown retrospective consisting 

of over 45 canvases and works on paper.  

A new examination of her work surveys 

the life and career of the late artist who 

remains known for her vibrant paintings 

that illustrate certain aspects of her per-
sonal life.  

 

Join us on Wednesday, February 15, 2012. 

Arrive at the San José Museum of Art by 

11:45 am in time to join the standard in-

formative 12:00 noon docent tour followed 

by lunch at the museum café. Admission is 
$5-$8 and free for museum members. 

Parking next to the Rep charges a $5 flat 

fee, and I am told the museum validates 

parking lot tickets. Carpooling can be ar-

ranged from HQ to Tamien Light Rail 

station if necessary. RSVP to Jean McNa-

mara (408-354-7391) or to Cheryl Mark-

man, cherylmarkman@hotmail.com. 

 

December 2011  

AAUW BRIDGE WINNERS 

 Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 
 

First Monday - Judy Kumagai, Jackie 

Chase, Barbara Shandera 

Second Monday - Lida Kluzek, Wanda 

Foss, Kennette Shannon 

Third Thursday - Virginia Beck, Patty 

Baggase, Ruth White 

Second Friday (Duplicate) - Darline Wil-

son, Barbara Shandera, Mary Fitzgerald  

Third Friday - Bobbie Eckerman, Denise 

Kwan, Alma Powell 
Fourth Tuesday - No Bridge  

 

MYSTERY LOVERS GROUP 

Diane Canby, dacanby@comcast.net 

 

Tim Ekaterin, a young investment broker 

arranges a multimillion-pound loan to fi-

nance the purchase of the racehorse Sand-

castle, a racing champion. When the sale is 

threatened by a defect in the horse, 

Ekaterinôs normally secure life becomes 

threatened by violence and murder. 
 

If you love a good mystery, please join the 

Mystery Lovers Group on Thursday, Feb-

ruary 16 at 7:00 pm when we discuss 

Banker by Dick Francis.  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 

 JOHN STEINBECK! 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

On Sunday, February 26 we will join Mid-

Peninsula Open Space docents Ellen Du-

puy and Ed Lange for the third annual hike 

(Continued on page 6) 
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INTEREST GROUPS 

December at the Almaden Golf and  
Country Club at our Holiday Lunch. 

The Journey #1, 1976 

 Image credit: 

www.sanjosemuseumofart.org  
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INTEREST GROUPS 

and book discussion, featuring the works 

of California native John Steinbeck. The 

2012 hike will focus on ñOf Mice and 
Men.ò This is a five-mile hike along trails 

in the Skyline Ridge Open Space. Meet at 

HQ at 9:00 am and return by 3:00 pm. 

Bring your lunch and your thoughts about 

the book. 

 

BITS 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

Be In The Seats on Saturday, February 11 

for womenôs basketball at Santa Clara 

University vs. St Maryôs College. Ap-
proximately 80 Bay Area Womenôs 

Sports Initiative (BAWSI) girls from 

Santa Clara schools will be at the game to 

support the athletes who volunteer at  

after-school programs through BAWSI. 

Letôs see some AAUW shirts there as 

well! The game starts at 2:00 pm. To car-

pool, contact jjkreed@comcast.net. 

 

FRIENDS 

SOCIAL SECURITYðITôS A 

WOMENôS ISSUE 

Edie Kerr, ediek@strannik.com 

  

More than half of the women over the age 

of 65 would fall below the poverty level 

without their social security benefits.  The 

Social Security system is claimed by 

some to be the most effective anti-poverty 

program in the history of the United 

States.  Some politicians believe it should 

be done away with in its current form and 

allow people to have private investment 
accounts to save for their retirement.   

 

Gloria Leonard, member of AAUW-CA 

Public Policy Committee and Co-Chair of 

the San Jose Branch Public Policy Com-

mittee, will present the nonpartisan facts 

and expose the myths about Social Secu-

rity and AAUW's position on the future of 

Social Security, Wednesday, February 22, 

10:00 am, at Headquarters. 

(Continued from page 5) 

MISS REPRESENTATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Unless otherwise noted, events are held 

at Headquarters, 1165 Minnesota Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95125. 

 

Weekend Walkers meet most Saturday 
and Sunday mornings for an hour-long 

walk on the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Con-

tact jjkreed@comcast.net to receive a 

weekly alert about walks. 

 

February 1, Wednesday  

6:15 pm Social, 6:45 pm Meeting 

BOARD MEETING 

Edna Robison, e29.robison@yahoo.com 

All members are welcome. 

 

February 6, Monday 10:00 am 
Bridge 

Mary Clare Hopkins 

maryclarehopkins@sbcglobal.net 

 

February 6, Monday 7:00 pm 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Bobbie Baker, rcbaker@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dienstag 7 Februar um 11 Uhr 

German Conversation  

bei Barbara Snyder, 1514 Hervey Lane, 
San José, CA 95125-1848 RSVP an 293 

01019 oder SnyderDonB@hotmail.com 

 

February 8, Wednesday 7:00 pm 

Book Discussion 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

Laura Manthey, lsmant@aol.com 

 

February 9, Thursday 9:00 am 

Family History 

Carpool to Menlo Park History Center 

Sue Ann Eichenbaum,  
eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

 

February 9, Thursday 9:30 am 

Great Decisions 

Dian Syverson, sendtodvs@aol.com 

Margo Tenold, revmargo@att.net 

 

February 9, Thursday 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

The film will be followed by a panel dis-

cussion, including representatives of the 

YWCA Silicon Valley and the Office of 
Womenôs Policy (OWP). 

 

Media is selling Americans the concept 

that women and girlsô value lies in their 

youth, beauty, and sexuality. By circulat-

ing limited and often disparaging portray-

als of women, the mediaôs misrepresenta-

tions of women have led to the underrep-

resentation of women in positions of 

power and influence. Itôs time to break 

that cycle. 

 
Miss Representation inspires and moti-

vates us to be agents of change in our 

culture. The documentary, including seg-

ments from electronic and print media, 

advocates that all people should be 

equally represented in our media, and that 

we should be valued for our talents, ca-

pacity as leaders, and ability to contribute 

to the world at large. The filmôs motto, 

ñYou can't be what you can't see,ò under-

scores an implicit message that young 
women need and want positive role mod-

els, and that the media has thus far ne-

glected its unique opportunity to provide 

them.  

 

Miss Representation premiered in the 

documentary competition at the Sundance 

Film Festival and made its TV debut as 

part of the OWN (Oprah Winfrey Net-

work) in 2011. The film has traveled to 

universities, film festivals and communi-

ties across the U.S. and internationally to 
spread the filmôs empowering message to 

women and girls.  

 

Suggested donations are $20 for adults, 

$10 for students. Due to its content, the 

film is not recommended for children. 

Donations for tickets can be made in ad-

vance until February 1. Make checks to 

AAUW Funds (LAF in the memo line) 

and mail to Louise Persson, 711 Hatha-

way Ct., San Jose 95136. Tickets will 
also be available at the door. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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February 10, Friday 10:00 am 

Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 
 

February 11, Saturday 2:00 pm 

Be In The Seats 

SCU vs. St. Maryôs College 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

See article on page 6. 

 

February 11, Saturday  

Time and Location vary 

Couples Gourmet 

Margaret Bard, MargaretBard@gmail.com 

 
February 11, Saturday 7:00ð9:00 pm 

PROGRAM (film) 

MISS REPRESENTATION  

LAF Fundraiser 

Presentation High School 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@gmail.com 

See article on the front page. 

 

February 13, Monday 1:30ð3:00 pm 

Financially Fit for Life meeting 
Linda Baliman, lbaliman@comcast.net 

 

February 13, Monday 6:00 pm 

Gourmet Light 

Cheryl Markman, 

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com  

Barbara Bettencourt, 

twoworldtrvlrs@aol.com 

 

February 14, Tuesday 9:30 am 

Book Discussion 

One Amazing Thing by Chita Dirakarson 
Led by Joyce Baker 

Mary Lee Biaocchi,  

gmlbiaocchi@sbcglobal.net 

 

February 14, Tuesday 2:00 pm 

LAF Planning Meeting 

Louise Persson, 

louise.persson1@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

February 15, Wednesday, 11:45 am 

Art Appreciation 

San José Museum of Art 

Paintings by Joan Brown 

Jean McNamara, 354-7391 
Cheryl Markman, 

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

Pat Moorhead, 265-0313 

See article on page 5. 

 

February 15, Wednesday 4:00 pm  

(Note earlier time) 

THIRD WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: IN OUR 

COMMUNITY? 

Virginia Beck, beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

See article on the front page. 
 

February 16, Thursday 7:00 pm 

Mystery Lovers Group 

Banker by Dick Francis 

Diane Canby, dacanby@comcast.net 

See article on page 5. 

 

February 17, Friday 10:00 am 

Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 

 
February 17, Friday 6:30 pm 

AAUW Singles 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

February 19, Sunday 

Film Fans 

Linda Snashall, lsnashall@comcast.net 

 

February 20, Monday 9:30 am 

Exploring World Literature 

Shadow of the Wind, by Carlos Zafron 

Led by Diana Taylor 
Marcia Capella, 

marciacapella@sbcglobal.net 

 

Mardi 21 février à 11 heures 

French Conversation 

chez Barbara Snyder 1514 Hervey Ln SJ 

95125. Apportez votre sandwich RSVP à 

293 0109 ou SnyderDonB@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

February 22, Wednesday 10:00 am 

FRIENDS 

Social SecurityðItôs A Womenôs Issue 

Edie Kerr, ediek@strannik.com 

See article on page 6. 
 

February 23, Thursday 9:30 am 

Great Decisions 

Dian Syverson, sendtodvs@aol.com 

Margo Tenold, revmargo@att.net 

 

February 26, Sunday 9:00 amð3:00 pm 

Weekend Walkers 

ñHappy Birthday, John Steinbeckò 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

See article on page 5. 

 
February 27, Monday 6:30 pm 

Gourmet Vegetarian 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

February 28, Tuesday 12:00 noon 

Lunch Bunch 

House of Chu 

5365 Camden Ave, San Jose 

Special Chinese New Year Lunch 

$15 t&t included 

RSVP by February 24 to Rene Welter, 
renewelter@sbcglobal.net, or Pat Mikolic, 

bmikolic@pacbell.net 

See article on page 5. 

 

February 28, Tuesday 2:00 pm 

LAF Planning Meeting 

Louise Persson,  

louise.persson1@gmail.com 

 

February 28, Tuesday 7:00 pm 

Great Decisions 

Promoting Democracy 
Pat Diamond, 

Pat.Diamond@patdiamond.com 

 

February 28, Tuesday 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

(Continued from page 6) 
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In celebration of March as International Women's Month, the AAUW San Jose Branch will host a program on Saturday, March 17, 

2012, in the Community Room of the SJ Public Library's Willow Glen Branch from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. 

 

Last year's celebration focused on women from Pacific Rim countries. This year we will feature Persian poet and dietitian Najia 

Karim, co-founder of the Cultural Society of Afghan Women in the Bay Area and wife of the President of San Jose State University 
(SJSU) Mohammad Qayoumi. Ms. Karim will acquaint us with the first female Persian poet plus recite two of her own poems (both 

in English and in Persian), giving us copies of those to keep. Joining her at this event are other artists from the Cultural Society of 

Afghan Women. She will show slides of their work and slides featuring Afghan women long ago and now. 

 

The March 17 program will be the final event in SJSUôs spring 2012 International Week, an annual observance of The World at 

SJSU and SJSU in the World.  Please join us for this special event, which will close with a reception at AAUW SJ Branch Headquar-

ters for conversation with Ms. Karim and other artists, and refreshments. 

 

Prepare to be WOWed!  For more information, please contact Helen Stevens, Chair, International Affairs Committee, AAUW SJ, at 

phone (408) 244-3293. 

 

About the Speaker 
Najia Karim graduated from high school in Kabul. She came to the U.S. with a scholarship in 1977 and received her BS in nutri-

tional science and her masters in nutrition education from the University of Cincinnati, OH.  She is a registered clinical dietitian and 

health educator by profession. In addition, she is a Persian poet and short story writer in Farsi. She has published two poetry books in 

Farsi and participated in the Global Knowledge Conference at Cal East Bay and several Afghani/Iranian events, reciting her  

poemsða sample of which have been published in Persian journals. As the founder of the Cultural Society of Afghan Women in the 

Bay Area, she continues to be active in the Afghan community and gives interviews to Afghani TV and radio. 

President: Edna Robison 

Membership: Claire Campodonico, Alice Lopez, Sharon Bouska, 

Peggy Maibaum 

Bonfire Staff: 

Editors: Edna Robison, Judy Kristofferson, Gloria Leonard,  
Peg Carlson-Bowen 

Distribution: Alma Powell 

Change of Address: Linda Lloyd 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the associationôs business to its membership. Only articles 

and announcements related to branch business will be considered for inclusion. 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
COMING EVENTS MARCH 2012 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

San Jose Branch  

AAUW Headquarters 

1165 Minnesota Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Phone: (408) 294-2430 

San Jose Branch Bonfire (USPS 857-400) is published monthly except 

July for $8.95 per year by San Jose Branch AAUW,  

1165 Minnesota Ave., San Jose, CA 95125-3324. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. Circulation: 325 

Postmaster: Send address changes to AAUWïSan Jose Branch,  
1165 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125-3324. 

Deadline: Articles and calendar items must be submitted to the Edi-

tor for review by the first of the month before publication. For ex-

ample, November 1st for the December issue.  

To submit items, send an email to Marilyn Jackson,  

marjack44@sbcglobal.net with a Microsoft WORD attachment. 
Please include ñAAUW Bonfire (month/year)ò in the subject line.  

Send calendar items to Judy Kristofferson, doinel@earthlink.net.  

Include meeting name, date, day of the week, time, location and 

contact name. 

WOMEN OF THE WORLD (WOW) 
Helen Stevens, Helen.Stevens@sjsu.edu 
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