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AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH Established in 1909 ‘Women Making a Difference’

SAVE THE DATES GAME DAY 2010

Fall Event—Women : . :
Making a Difference Support the San Jose Branch Centennial American Fellowship

Saturday September 11 Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net

10amtolpm Game \gam\ 1. an activity engaged in for diversion or amusement; 2. a proce-
Anne Warner Cribbs, Olympic | dure or strategy for gaining an end; 3. a physical or mental competition con-
and Pan American Games Gold | ducted according to rules with the participants in direct opposition to each
Medal winner in swimming will | other; 4. all of the above at GAME DAY 2010!
tell us why “You Play Like a
Girl Has Taken on a Whole When? Thursday, August 19th — 10am to 2pm (lunch served at
New Meaning!” noon)
See details on page 6. Where? History San Jose Firehouse, 1650 Senter Road 95112

Who? Open to all members and friends

How? Bring your favorite game like Scrabble, Mahjong, Bridge, or
Dominoes, or come prepared to teach a new game (Farkle, anyone?)

RSVP? Reserve by August 13. Send check payable to AAUW-EF
for $30 ($25 tax-deductible) to: Jean Reed, 1547 Huddersfield Ct,
San Jose CA 95126

Free parking in the volunteer lot off Phelan Road
just past the Trolley Barn.

Sign up to join a docent tour of the History Park
from 2-3pm. Museum exhibits, the gift shop and
O’Brien’s ice cream parlor will all be open.

Anne Warner Cribbs
Olympic Gold Medal Winner WHY SO FEW?
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net

THIRD WEDNESDAY | The |atest AAUW report covers research on why there are so
PROGRAM few women scientists and engineers. AAUW American Fellow-
) ships help address this problem through annual grants to
Third Wednesday programs | women working toward a graduate degree in architecture, engi-
continue for 2010-2011 neering, computer/information science or mathematics/statistics
or for a woman of color in law, medicine or business admini-
Contact Marilyn Jackson, stration.

marjack44@sbcglobal.net | your participation in Game Day will help us toward full fund-
Make a Diff ing ($200,000) of the San Jose Branch Centennial American
ake a rrrerence— Fellowship. Help us stop asking the question “Why So Few?”

Know the Score Donations to the San Jose Branch Centennial American Fel-
September 15, 7pm HQ | lowship are welcome from those who cannot attend Game Day.
See details on page 4. Make check payable to AAUW-EF and note Fund 4325 in the

memo line. (Also see article on Tech Excellence on page 4.)

= |
AAUW's Mission Statement- AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.
AAUW’s Value Promise —By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and
economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.
|
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PRESI DENT’* S

Virginia Kay Beck
San Jose Branch President

beck virginia@yahoo.com

Hello, I am Virginia Beck, your President
for 2010-2011. I am honored to be elected
to this position. | have been an AAUW
San Jose member for over 30 years. | re-
member how proud | felt as I signed in at
the Fall Event with a copy of my degree in
hand and knew that I could join. | felt like
a child on her first day of kindergarten. As
a re-entry student, after dropping out in
my sophomore year to marry and start a
family, I was very proud | had worked

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire
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hl'@;d %0 Fag:f;{emg my educational goal.

For many years, | continued to be a mem-
ber and played bridge with some wonder-
ful women but didn’t participate in any
other way. | did read the Bonfire faith-
fully, however. About 6 years ago, when |
was thinking about retiring from the City
of San Jose and deciding how | wanted to
“live the next stage of my life”, I knew I
wanted to give back to the community and
work with people who need a helping
hand. When | saw the Neighbors Helping
Neighbors article in the Bonfire, | knew |
had found a match. | started attending and
participating with this generous group of
women. Next | became Co-Chair with
Gloria Leonard and started attending
Board meetings. Wow! | began to realize
the power of the organization | had be-
longed to for so many years. All of a sud-
den the mission statement, advance equity
for women and girls, came alive.

Next, Brenda Ladewig asked me to be on
her nominating committee and all of a
sudden I was Branch Treasurer. Now |
saw the inner workings of this amazing
Branch and its many facets. When the
opportunity to become President-Elect
arose, | was pleased to say yes. | was ex-

cited to work with so many dedicated,
giving, and smart women.

So who am 1? | think | can be summed up
in this philosophy:

This is the beginning of a new day. | have
been given this day to use as I will. I can
waste it or use it for good, but what | do
today is important, because | am exchang-
ing a day of my life for it! When tomorrow
comes, this day will be gone forever, leav-
ing in its place something that | have
traded for it. | want it to be gain and not
loss; good and not evil; success and not
failure in order that | shall not regret the
price | have paid for it.

My theme for the year is WOMEN MAK-
ING A DIFFERENCE. We all make a
difference in our world, community and
home. | am proud to be a part of such a
powerful organization of women. | am
proud to know my granddaughters have a
world of possibilities open to them due to
efforts of the amazing women who have
gone before them and who have worked
so hard for a very long time for them.This
is not just the beginning of a new day but
an exciting new year for me.

PUBLIC POLICY

PUBLIC POLICY VISITS
LOCAL LEGISLATORS

Gloria Leonard, Public Policy Committee
glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net

This spring, members of the Public Policy
Committee visited Assemblymember Joe
Coto and Senator Elaine Alquist at their
district offices. Conducting interviews with
local legislators is a long-established tradi-
tion of the AAUW CA public policy pro-
gram.

The purpose of the meeting is twofold: (1)
to bring the AAUW CA public policy pro-
gram and priorities to the attention of the
legislator, particularly the legislation that
AAUW CA is supporting or opposing in
the current session, and (2) to hear about
legislation the legislator has authored and
we both believe there could be areas of
mutual interest.

Loren Reynolds and Gloria Leonard vis-
ited Assemblymember Joe Coto and
Louise Persson and Gloria Leonard visited

with the District Representative at Senator

Alquist's office. Most of our members live

within the constituency of these two legis-

lators. The next meeting of the Public Pol-
icy Committee is on Tuesday, August 17,
at 6:00 pm.

GETTING THE ATTENTION
OF YOUR STATE
LEGISLATORS
Gloria Leonard,

Public Policy Committee,
glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net

During a recent visit by Public Policy
Committee members to Senator Alquist’s
district office, Carol Ong, District Repre-
sentative, provided a tutorial in grass roots
advocacy and effective procedures that our
members can use to advance the mission
of AAUW. It was valuable information for
the branch Public Policy Committee to
have as we plan advocacy campaigns at
San Jose Branch and for individual mem-

bers as well:

Letters and/or email about a specific bill
must contain the address of the author(s).
The legislator’s office staff logs in all com-
munication so that the legislator can track
communication from constituents.

Volume does matter — if the legislator re-
ceives a large amount of communication
on a specific bill or issue from constituents
(voters), they pay attention.

Local district office staff is open to and
enthusiastic about visits to discuss specific
legislation. Advocates should “do their
homework™ and be knowledgeable about
the bill they wish to discuss and know
whether the legislator has authored a simi-
lar bill. Example: When Assemblymem-
ber Joe Coto realized what AAUW was all
about, he vigorously asked for AAUW CA
support on an education bill (regarding
Charter Schools) he is authoring this ses-
sion.

Names and contact information for your
legislators are listed at the end of the
AAUW San Jose Directory.
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WOMEN MAKING ADIFFERENCE
Mary Ellen Heising

First Executive Director, Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties
Helen Gendler, doctorpg@juno.com

More than 49 million people face hunger in our country today including nearly 17 million children.
Feeding America is the national organization that provides hunger relief through a network of local
Second Harvest food banks. Our own Second Harvest Food Bank is the primary source of donated,
surplus and purchased food for nonprofit agencies in this area. Mary Ellen Heising, a 50+ year
member of our San Jose AAUW branch, was in on the ground floor in the early 70's and helped lay
the foundation for the food bank to evolve to its current size and success. Now retired from Second
Harvest after 20 years of distinguished service, she was ahead of her time in insisting that a paid
nutritionist be added to the staff.

Mary Ellen started out as a home economics teacher upon graduating from lowa State. She married
and eventually her family, now having grown to include 4 children, moved to San Jose. She joined
AAUW as most of us do for friendship, intellectual stimulation, and meaningful volunteer work.
She served as the San Jose Branch President (1972-73), work which included lobbying the govern-
ment to promote AAUW's goal of equity and opportunity for women and girls.

As her children began leaving for college, Mary Ellen decided to seek outside employment. The
job she applied for involved setting up a food program, part of Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty
in America begun in the 60's. Mary Ellen feels that her stint as the leader of our AAUW San Jose Branch (which at that time had
over 800 members) and the experience of working with volunteers and lobbying the government put her in good stead for the job.
Since she had studied both nutrition and gerontology, she was a perfect fit. She began her new job as the Director of the Brown
Bag Program feeding low-income seniors. She finished as the Executive Director of what has become our Second Harvest Food
Bank, now occupying a modern 65,000 square foot warehouse and serving over 200,000 people a month.

Mary Ellen Heising has been honored by the government on the federal and state levels. She has received innumerable prestigious
awards and honors but remains down-to-earth and approachable. You can play duplicate bridge with her on Friday mornings or
engage her in a discussion at our AAUW Great Decisions daytime study group. She continues to donate her time and energy to
our branch by serving on our board as Interest Group Coordinator and is active in the Local Scholarship Community Action Pro-
ject. Charming and gracious, Mary Ellen Heising is truly a woman MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

If you know of an AAUW San Jose member you feel should be profiled in this WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE series, con-
tact Helen Gendler, doctorpg@juno.com.

WHY MORE WOMEN

SHOULD VOTE
Mary Barry, Public Policy Committee
maryjbarry@comcast.net

Laws affect women and girls.

On August 18, 1920, the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly, by a one-vote margin be-
came the thirty-sixth state legislature to
ratify the proposed amendment, making it
the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.

We need to get out and vote and use this
right that was fought so hard for us by the
suffragists 90 years ago. These women
showed courage so that we could vote.
Whether you vote democratic, republican
or independent— remember to vote.

Check out the September Bonfire for more
details on a special opportunity for the fall
election.
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NEW INTEREST GROUPS,

ANYONE?
Mary Ellen Heising,
mehdrh@hotmail.com

Have you looked over the Interest Groups
and wished that there was one on your
favorite interest or hobby ? Do you wish
there was a group interested in beginning
bridge, travels, photography, gardening, or
something else?

Now is the perfect time to find out if there
might be others interested as well. Plans
are now underway for the Fall Event,
which is the best time to advertise all Inter-
est Groups, long time ones and potential
new ones.

Please contact Mary Ellen Heising, Interest
Group Coordinator, at 268-7730 or
mehdrh@hotmail.com. I’d like to help.
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COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS

Local Scholarship Winners
Brenda Ladewig, bladewig@sbcglobal.net

Congratulations to all the members of the
San Jose Branch of AAUW. With your
magnificent support, the Local Scholarship
Committee was able to award the largest
amount of money in the history of our
branch, $10,000.00, to six very deserving
recipients. We had 24 completed applica-
tions which were screened and resulted in
12 interviews with our panel. The six re-
cipients are very intelligent, motivated, and
diverse individuals who we feel will shape
the future by their knowledge and ability to
meet challenges and make important deci-
sions. They are as follows:

Alisha Cassarino-Skitters, SJISU in Psy-
chology and Behavioral Sciences; Stepha-
nie Ballejo, University of California Santa
Cruz in Cultural Anthropology; Than Thuy
Luu, SJSU in Nutritional Science; Lauren
Anderson, Loyola Marymount University
in Psychology and Business; Elizabeth
Provasi, University of Nevada in Interna-
tional Business; and Caitlin Guest, Califor-
nia State University Fresno in Animal Sci-
ence and Pre-Veterinary Medicine. If you
would like to meet these deserving young
women, do plan on attending Fall Event on
September 11, 2010. Thank you again for
your wonderful support of this very worth-
while Community Action Project.

Tech Excellence a Leader

Lynda Schafhauser, rufusradar@aol.com
Jane Guinther, jsguinther@sbcglobal.net

Tech Excellence is an interactive Math-
Science program for local 7" grade girls.
The Tech Excellence Community Action
Project began soon after four studies, done
by AAUW, documented the alarming drop
in interest and academic performance in
science and math by pre-adolescent girls.

Tech Excellence committee members have
over 13 years of providing hands-on class-
room and field trip experiences for 7"
grade girls. We hear that many of our for-
mer students continued studies in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
subjects.

A new AAUW research report, “Why So
Few”, details the actions parents, educa-
tors, and others can take to encourage
girls’ achievements and interest in math
and science. Looking at the report’s rec-
ommendations, we can say, positively, that
Tech Excellence is the “Right Stuff” which
can lead to improvements in girls’ per-
formance and interest in science and math.

During the next year, Tech Excellence will
report on its activities as they compare to
the recommendations of the “Why So
Few” report. These reports will show
Tech Excellence is, and has been, a leader
in implementing many of the recommenda-
tions. It will show Tech Excellence can
make a difference in girls’ lives.

Sharks are Heroes to
Gifts for Teens

Elaine Benoit, ebenoit@pachell.net

Being able to choose a new pair of shoes
for themselves is a real luxury to a low-
income teenager! For these teens, espe-
cially those who are homeless, hand-me-
down worn shoes are the norm.

The Sharks Foundation has awarded Gifts

for Teens a large grant earmarked for new
shoes for teens. Amid the excitement and
fan-frenzy of a May Sharks Hockey Play-
Off Game, grant awards were presented
down on the ice. Elaine Benoit sporting a
teal AAUW t-shirt and representing
AAUW-San Jose and Gifts for Teens ac-
cepted the grant award. Gifts for Teens
branch Community Action Project is ex-
cited to include the new shoe certificates in
the full gift bags and totes this December.
Thank you for financial help, San Jose

Sharks!

Gifts for Teens is collecting small gifts,
new cosmetics, knit scarves, and many
other items to help fill the girls’ totes and
guys’ gym bags. Leave all donations
clearly marked for Gifts for Teens at HQ.
Contact Elaine ebenoit@pachbell.net for
information.

Make a Difference —
Know the Score

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net

Are girls getting a chance to play at our
local high schools? Come learn about the
Sports Equity Community Action Project
to determine if local high schools are pro-
viding equal opportunities to girls and
boys. Learn how you can Make A Differ-
ence by using a simple “checklist” to
gather data on a neighborhood school. It’s
educational, it’s active, it’s fun. Any level
of involvement is welcome. September
15, 7pm at HQ.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Bobbie Baker, rchaker@sbcglobal.net

After a successful June meeting during
which 18 blankets were made for Project
Linus, the Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Community Action Project took a break
for the month of July.

We will help Santa Maria Urban Ministry
with their backpack project in early Au-
gust. Donations of school supplies can be
dropped off at the parlor closet. The Au-
gust meeting will be held on Monday,
August 2nd at 7:00 pm at HQ. Budgets for
projects will be voted on for the 2010-2011
year. If you have a favorite project, come
and vote for it!

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is also host-
ing a food sort at the Second Harvest Food
Bank, 750 Curtner Avenue, San Jose

on Wednesday September 29, 6:00 pm.
Contact Jean Wyatt wjean-

wyatt@aol.com to sign up to help.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Unless otherwise noted, events are held at Headquarters.

Hikes & Walks

meets most Sat. &Sun. @ 8am
for an hour-long walk on the Los
Gatos Creek Trail. To receive
regular e-mail notices about the
walks, contact Jean Reed,
jikreed@comcast.net

Rosemary
buro

juno.com

August 12 - Thursday 7:15pm
Bridge, members’ homes
Bobbie Eckerman,
eckshomel@aol.com

Busch, chez-

Gloria Leonard,

August 17 - Tuesday 6pm
Public Policy Committee

glorialeonard@shcglobal.net

August 24 - Tuesday 7:15
Bridge, members’ homes
eckshomel@aol.com

August 18—Wed 7pm
Budget Meeting

August 2 - Monday 7pm
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Bobbie Baker,
rchbaker@sbcglobal.net

Bridge

August 13 - Friday 10am

Bobbie Eckerman,
eckshomel@aol.com

Sandra Savage, S1871@aol.com

August 26 - Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Program Development Committee
Mary Barry,
maryjbarry@comecast.net

jjkreed@comcast.net

Anne Wustrow,
a.wustrow@comcast.net

10:30pm
August 9 - Monday 10am
Bridge

August 14 - Saturday 3:30-

Hikes & Walks Shady Shakespeare
See article page 5

Bridge
eckshomel@aol.com

August 19 - Thursday 10am-2pm
Game Day (see front page article)

August 20 - Friday 10am

Tuesday Book Discussion Group

Mary Lee Baiocchi,
gmlbaiocchi@hotmail.com
The Tuesday Book Discussion Interest
Group will meet this year to discuss the
following books:

Sept 14—Country Driving by Paul
Hessler

Oct 12—The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Nov 9—The Art of Racing in the Rain by
Garth Stein

Exploring World Literature

Sue Eichenbaum,
eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net

The Exploring World Literature Interest
Group announces their list for the coming
year. We hope you find these selections
interesting and would like to join us on our
third Monday meetings. Maybe some sum-
mer reading!

Oct 18—Jacob Lawrence by Richard J
Powell (or another book about Jacob
Lawrence)

Nov 15—Cry, the Beloved Country by
Alan Paton

Jan 17—Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

Feb 21—Long Walk to Freedom by
Nelson Mandela

March 21—Tears of the Desert by Halima
Bashir

April 18—The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks by Rebecca Sloot

May 16—The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Family History Group

Susan Brundage,
kennysue@shcglobal.net
Sue Eichenbaum,
eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net
We meet the first Friday of the month
from October to June, often carpooling to
family history libraries in the SF Bay area
to research our families. Carpoolers meet
at Safeway parking lot by the gas station at
Winchester and Payne. We may bring a
brownbag lunch when carpooling. Call
Sue Eichenbaum at 254-4570 for details
and carpool information.

Mystery Lovers Group

Diane Canby, dacandby@comcast.net

For the 2010-2011 year, the Mystery Lov-
ers Group will be reading books by Bay
Area authors. Our choices are:

Sept—Star Witness by Lia Matera

Oct—Muaisie Dobbs by Jacqueline
Winspear

Nov—Nothing But the Truth by John
Lescroart

Dec—No meeting

Jan—A Single Eye by Susan Dunlap
Feb— The Art of Detection by Laurie
King

March-TBD

April—City of Dragons by Kelli Stanley

May—Chasing the Dragon by Domenic
Stansberry

June—The Spellman Files by Lisa Lutz

Sept 1—Wednesday

6:30 Social, 7pm Board Mtg
All Members Welcome
Virginia Beck,
beck_virginia@yahoo.com

SANTA CIARA *
/COUNTY PARKS &

Walk in the Woods
and Shady Shakespeare

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net

Combine an afternoon walk in the woods
with an evening of Shakespeare at Sanborn
County Park. Meet at HQ at 3:30 on Satur-
day August 14™ to carpool to the park in
Saratoga. We’ll walk for about an hour,
have a picnic dinner and stay for Merchant
of Venice which starts at 7pm. “Shady
Shakespeare” is free but donations are
appreciated. Parking is $6. RSVP to Jean
Reed at jjkreed@comcast.net.

June 2010 Bridge Winners
Bobbie Eckerman, eckshomel@aol.com

Second Monday: Jackie Chase, Rosemary
Busch, Mary Claire Hopkins

Second Thursday: Bobbie Eckerman, Bar-
bara Shandera

Second Friday (Duplicate): Mary Fitzger-
ald, Jean Kudlick, Darline Wilson

Third Friday: Mary Claire Hopkins, Judy

Kumagai

Fourth Tuesday: Ruth White, Gay Gayle
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UPCOMING EVENT AUGUST 2010

FALL EVENT—WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Anne Warner Cribbs, Olympic Gold Medalist
Cheryl Markman, Fall Event Chair, cherylmarkman@hotmail.com

Saturday, September 11, 2010—10 am to 1 pm

First Congregational Church, 1980 Hamilton Avenue, San Jose

Our keynote speaker will be Anne Cribbs, a gold medal winner in swimming in the 1959 Pan American
Games—at the age of 14— and in the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. Her topic will be “You Play Like
a Girl Has Taken on a Whole New Meaning!”

Come enjoy great food, peruse the Interest Group and Community Action Project displays, reunite with
AAUW friends not seen over the summer, hear our Tech Trekkers tell about their experiences at the
Stanford Science Camps and meet our Local Scholarship recipients. Fall Event is the first big meeting of
the AAUW year and a major event for prospective members. Besides that, it’s always educational, in-
spiring and just plain fun!

But it takes a lot of help to make it a successful event. And that’s where YOU come in. I hope each of
you will greet and welcome any prospective members. Answer any questions they may have and encour-
age them to join and get involved in the many interest groups we have.

There are many ways to help make this special event a success. Please contact the following if you can volunteer support for any of
these committees: brunch food, beverages, and paper goods, Peggy Maibaum, Food Donations Chair. Help in the kitchen the day of
the event, Mary Parks, Kitchen Chair. Help decorate the hall the day before the event, Jackie Chase, Dodie Morin or Jean
Cosentino, Decorations Co-Chairs. Make a monetary contribution to help defray the costs of the event, make your check payable to
AAUW San Jose, memo: Fall Event, and send to headquarters Attn: Cheryl Markman. If you can help with set-up the day before
and/or clean-up after the event, please contact Cheryl Markman. Thank you!!

ATTEND —— VOLUNTEER —— BRING A FRIEND

San Jose Branch Bonfire (USPS 857-400) is published monthly
except July for $8.95 per year by San Jose Branch AAUW, 1165 San Jose Branch PERIODICALS
Mir_me_sota Ave., San Jose, CA 95125-3324. AAUW Headquarters
Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. . POSTAGE PAID
Postmaster: Send address changes to 1165Minnesota Avenue
AAUW, 1165 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125-3324 San Jose, CA 95125

Submitting Items to the Bonfire Phone: (408) 294-2430

Deadline: Articles and Calendar Items must be submitted to the
editor for review by the 30th of the month before publication,
e.g. August 30 for the October issue.

To submit items: Send an email with a Microsoft WORD at-
tachment to Gene Caselli at genecaselli@yahoo.com or mail a
typed copy of your information to Gene Caselli, 1316 Glen
Eyrie Ave, San Jose, CA 95125. For calendar items include the
meeting name, date, time, location, contact name and email.
Circulation: 350

President: Virginia Beck beck virginia@yahoo.com
Membership: Claire Campodonico clairecamp@comcast.net
Membership: Alice Lopez enna.lopez@yahoo.com
Membership: Elaine McMahon elainecmcmahon@yahoo.com
Membership: Cheryl Markman cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
Bonfire Editor: Gene Caselli genecaselli@yahoo.com
Circulation: Alma Powell akpowell@sbcglobal.net

Change of Address: Linda Lloyd ljlloyd47@yahoo.com
Layout: Peg Carlson-Bowen pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the association’s business to its membership. Only articles
and announcements related to branch business will be considered for inclusion.
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