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SAVE THE DATES 

 

THIRD WEDNESDAY 

PROGRAMS 

7PM @ HQ 
 Marilyn Jackson,  

marjack44@sbcglobal.net 

 

Make a Difference - 

Know The Score 
September 15th 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Learn about the Sports Equity  

Community Action Project 
 

Understanding the 

―Globalization for the 

Common Good‖ 

Initiative 
October 20th 

Led by Barbara Snyder and 

 Dr. Gerald Grudsen 

 

Understanding the  

California State  

Budget Crisis 
September 25 9:15 am 

Co-sponsored with League of 

Women Voters and Next 10 
 

Celebrate 90 Years of  

Women’s Votes 

―IRON JAWED  

ANGELS‖  
with Hilary Swank  

and  

Anjelica Huston 

 

Cambrian Library  

Community Room 

Saturday, October 9 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m  

AAUW's Mission Statementï AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.  

 AAUWôs Value Promise ðBy joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and  

economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

 

In an era when women are increasingly prominent in medicine, law and business, why are there 

so few women scientists and engineers? A new research report by AAUW presents compelling 

evidence that can help explain this puzzle. Why So Few? Women in Science, Technology, Engi-

neering, and Mathematics presents in-depth, yet accessible, profiles of eight key research findings 

that point to environmental and social barriers that continue to block women‘s participation and 

progress in STEM fields. The report also includes up-to-date statistics on girls' and women's 

achievement and participation in these areas and offers new ideas for what each of us can do to 

more fully open scientific and engineering fields to girls and women. 

 

For example, one finding is that bias, often unconscious, limits women‘s progress in these fields. 

We can raise awareness about bias against women and create clear criteria for success. Do you 

have an unconscious bias? Try Gender-Science Implicit Association Test at https://

implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/.  The test introduction cautions that you may not like the results! 

There are still copies of Why So Few? available at Headquarters—or, take 45 minutes to watch 

the webinar for a good overview of the report without reading the text and graphs at http://

www.livestream.com/aauw. Select the Presentation -AAUW button. 

                        BONFIRE   BONFIRE                  
AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH Established in 1909 óWomen Making a Differenceô 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

WHY SO FEW? 
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

FALL EVENT—WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Anne Warner Cribbs, Olympic Gold Medalist 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2010—10 AM TO 1 PM 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

1980 HAMILTON AVENUE, SAN JOSE 
Cheryl Markman, cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

Our keynote speaker will be Anne Cribbs, a gold medal winner in swimming in the 1959 Pan 

American Games—at the age of 14— and in the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome. Her topic will be 

―You Play Like a Girl Has Taken on a Whole New Meaning!‖ 
 

Come enjoy great food, peruse the Interest Group and Community Action Project displays, re-

unite with AAUW friends not seen over the summer, hear our Tech Trekkers tell about their ex-

periences at the Stanford Science Camps and meet our Local Scholarship recipients. Fall Event 

is the first big meeting of the AAUW year and is always educational, inspiring and just plain fun! 
 

Fall Event is also a major event for prospective members.  Greet and welcome guests and answer 

any questions they may have and encourage them to join and get involved in the many interest 

groups we have.  
 

We still need volunteers to help in the kitchen the day of the event.  Please contact Mary Parks, 

Kitchen Chair (maryaparks@earthlink.net). 
 

SEE YOU THERE! 

mailto:marjack44@sbcglobal.net
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
http://www.livestream.com/aauw
http://www.livestream.com/aauw
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:maryaparks@earthlink.net
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NEW BRANCH MEMBERS 
Claire Campodonico,  

clairecamp@comcast.net 
 

Please welcome our newest Branch 

members Candy Capogrossi, Dee Con-

stanti, Jacqui Gustaferro and Mary Lou 

Klisch. Learn more about Candy, Dee, 

Jacqui and Mary Lou in next month‘s 

issue of the Bonfire. 

 

MARTHA ORR, a native Californian, 

earned her BS in Business-Accounting 

and her MBA from San Jose State Uni-

versity. As a frequent patron of the Wil-

low Glen library, she spotted our HQ‘s 

sign. Having heard wonderful things 

about AAUW from a friend in the Mor-

gan Hill Branch, she decided to join us. 

Martha, now retired, lives in San Jose 

with her bicycling-enthusiast husband. 

They are the proud parents of a daughter 

who is a third-year law student at Santa 

Clara University. Contact info: 448-3428, 

morrcalif@yahoo.com 

 

SHARON BOUSKA, a native of Cali-

fornia, earned her BA at San Jose State 

University and her MA at Santa Clara 

University. Her area of study was Cate-

chetical Ministry. Sharon has taught at 

grade levels from 2nd grade to high 

school. She felt our Branch was perfect 

for her when she attended our Open 

House in April. Sharon has already 

joined our Mystery Book Club and 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors. She is 

interested in forming a new group: Be-

ginning Bridge. She and her husband 

recently celebrated their 41st anniversary. 

She is a proud grandmother of a 2-year 

old girl. Contact info: 978-8159,  

sharonbouska@gmail.com  

 

MARTY GLANZMAN, born in Wis-

consin, moved to California at age 13. 

She attended California Lutheran Univer-

sity and, with a major in music, earned 

her degree in Elementary Education. 

Marty has a Life Credential from San 

Jose State University. Continuing her 

education at Santa Clara University, she 

completed a 2nd credential in Special 

Education. Marty has worked with at-risk 

teens and at jail facilities. She has a vari-

ety of interests, including piano, singing, 

reading and quilting. She is also a Red 

Hat Lady! She and her husband have 4 

children and 8 grandchildren who give 

them lots of joy. Contact info: 226-4642, 

mkgrape@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Elaine McMahon,  

elainecmcmahon@yahoo.com 

 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES SEPTEMBER 2010 

100 YEAR BRANCH  

HISTORY BOOK 
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

A few copies of the 100 Year Branch His-

tory Book will be available at the dis-

counted price of $20 at the Fall Event.  

Talk to anyone who has seen the book and 

hear stories about $1.40 luncheons, USO 

war work, raccoons and puppets and much, 

much more.  

Stop by the EF Table at the Fall Event for 

your copy!  

Member Get a Member:  

Share Our Vision 

As I have gotten more involved in 

AAUW San Jose, I have realized how 

important being a member is.  

First and foremost, being a member 

means you are a part of Breaking 

Through Barriers For Women and Girls. 

Sadly, this is still an issue and we can 

make a difference through our voice na-

tionally and internationally.  

Being involved here at the Branch level 

can mean donating to and/or participating 

in a Community Action Project, the Edu-

cational Fund and/or the Legal Advocacy 

Fund; having fun, making friends and 

learning in an Interest Group, and/or shar-

ing expertise as a board or committee 

member.  

Whichever way you choose to be in-

volved as a member, membership counts.   

The Membership VPs have a goal of 360 

members this year.  Let‘s help them reach 

it because—MEMBERSHIP COUNTS! 

PRESIDENTôS SPARKSPRESIDENTôS SPARKS  

Virginia Kay Beck 
San Jose Branch President 
beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

Past Presidentsô Luncheon, in May 

Thanks for all you’ve done! 

―Share Our Vision‖ for equity 

for women and girls through 

advocacy, education, philan-

thropy, and research by partici-

pating in our Member get a 

Member project for 2010-2011. 

Our goal is 360 members. 

Watch our thermometer climb 

as we encourage you to bring a 

friend to one of your interest 

group meetings or an AAUW 

event that you attend. Take ad-

vantage of any opportunity to 

spread the news about this pow-

erful organization of women. 

Current Membershipð304 

Target Membershipð360 

mailto:clairecamp@comcast.net
mailto:morrcalif@yahoo.com
mailto:sharonbouska@gmail.com
mailto:mkgrape@sbcglobal.net
mailto:elainecmcmahon@yahoo.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:beck_virginia@yahoo.com
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AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

Barbara Snyder can claim quite a few ―firsts.‖ She was the first woman to receive a BA in math 

from the University of Utah, the first woman to obtain a MS in math from San Jose State Univer-

sity, and when the IRS audited AAUW San Jose (the first time ever for an AAUW Branch), Bar-

bara was the Treasurer and we passed with flying colors. 

 

As longtime volunteers (over 15 years) with Habitat for Humanity on six continents, she and her 

husband have rubbed elbows with Jimmy and Roslyn Carter, helped design houses for the 

―untouchables‖ in Madras, and built homes in Gliwice with the Prime Minister of Poland. They've 

contributed their labor for homes here in San Jose and in other locations around the world, includ-

ing Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Sri Lanka, Guyana, and Kyrgyzstan.  

 

Amongst the myriad of artifacts gleaned during these travels, Barbara and Don have a precious 

250 year old, 3 ft. tall Japanese puppet which will be given to a new museum soon to be built in 

San Jose. And speaking of museums, Barbara also organized one for a village in Zambia.  

 

Just as her academic background led to work as a math programmer and a systems engineer, so has her technical writing of manu-

als and textbooks morphed into writing a book about Thomas the Apostle. When Barbara and Don were volunteering in India, they 

lived close to where Thomas was martyred. This piqued Barbara's interest and after ten years of research she completed her first 

novel. She started working with computers in 1959 when they were turning a new page in history, and now with her book she has 

tried to turn a new page on ―the forgotten people of history.‖  Today, she continues writing and volunteering several days each 

week.  

 

Barbara Snyder joined our AAUW San Jose branch in 1967 and served as president from 1981-82. She started (and still chairs) our 

French Conversation Group and continues on the Finance Committee. Barbara Snyder is certainly a Woman Making a Difference! 

If you know of an AAUW San Jose member you feel should be profiled in this WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE series, con-

tact Helen Gendler, doctorpg@juno.com 

WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE:  BARBARA SNYDER 
Helen Gendler, doctorpg@juno.com 

REFLECTIONS ON TURKISH WOMEN—A RECENT TRIP 
Alma Powell, akpowell@sbcglobal.net 

Pam Dougherty, pamela.dougherty@sbcglobal.net 

 

Turkey is a contrast of ancient and modern, city and village, secular and religious. In the cities we saw 

everything from women fully covered in black burkas to modern dress (including shorts and cleavage) 

without scarves.  However, the typical was modern dress combined with a colorful scarf covering the hair.  The government is secu-

lar and dress is not directed by their government.  However, we were told that certain schools would not permit the religious dress.   

 

In the villages, most of the young people have left to go to the cities or to school.  The central meeting place of the village was the 

coffee shop, which was exclusive to men.  Our group and female guide were permitted to go into the coffee shop to look around, 

only because we were guests.  Our guide said the women would meet in the homes.  The women we saw in the village wore long 

gathered skirts and covered their hair.  We had an overnight stay in one of the village homes.  The mother-in-law wore baggy pants 

because they were comfortable for field work but they would be hard for us to get used to as you could trip on them without experi-

ence.  Her stepdaughter, a beautiful woman with one child, wore a head covering and straight skirt. 

 

In the old part of Istanbul, the Grand Bazaar, Spice Market and shops, we don‘t recall seeing any female shopkeepers. However, in 

the new part of Istanbul, tony Istiklal Street, women worked in Starbucks, the Pera Museum, bookstores and other places.   

 

The dress and roles of women are changing.  Our guide, in describing her family, indicated that dress, roles and expectations were 

different through the generations, though one thing was a constant. Our guide never passed a baby she didn‘t tickle or tease after the 

cautionary phrase, ―maasallahò (God preserve him) was uttered.  She indicated that the Turkish people as a whole had a great love 

for children and parents expected strangers to approach; this was a norm. 

 

Turkey is a wonderful country of contrasts and, in reflection, change, particularly for women. 

mailto:doctorpg@juno.com
mailto:doctorpg@juno.com
mailto:akpowell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pamela.dougherty@sbcglobal.net
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AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES SEPTEMBER 2010 

AAUW San Jose is one of only a few AAUW Branches in the country which is lucky enough to own a house. However with the 

advantage comes a great deal of responsibility for the care and maintenance. This responsibility falls to the Building and Properties 

Committee, which for the 2009-2010 year was chaired by Bobbie Eckerman with the able assistance of  the following members: 

 

Claire Campodonico—Maintenance Mary Parks—Supplies 

Joyce Baker—Keys and Calendar Gloria Leonard—Secretary 

Helen Stevens—Landscaping and Gardening Grace O‘Leary—Treasurer  

 

It was a busy year, as always, for this standing committee. Because rent from a second 

floor tenant pays for the house maintenance, the Building Committee was happy in Au-

gust to sign a five-year lease with new tenants, E & I Design. AAUW along with E & I 

Design then had a sign made and installed in the front of the property to advertise their 

business and AAUW. The tenant decorated their space and settled in. The outside stairs 

were refurbished and non-skid paint applied.  Reserved parking signs for the tenants 

were installed in the back parking lot. 

 

General maintenance is always on-going and this year included refurbishing the fire extin-

guishers, installing a new 40-gallon water heater and replacing smoke alarm batteries, fur-

nace filters, light switches, a bathroom faucet, flood lights, and light bulbs. A leak in the roof was repaired and eaves, carpets, cur-

tains and windows were cleaned.  Drawers and closets throughout the house were cleaned and organized and supplies replaced. 

 

The landscaping is done by a paid gardener but a work day in April was held and pea gravel for drainage was added on the tenant 

side of the property. Plants were divided and replanted, trees and bushes trimmed, and general sprucing up was completed.  The 

status of the tree in the back corner of the parking lot is being studied for the health of the 

tree and the safety of members.  Keys were made for members who requested them and 

their names were added to a master file. A master calendar for house use was kept up-to-

date for all events.  

 

Doesn‘t this sound like your home plus?  Thank you to the wonderful and dedicated group 

of women who cared for our beautiful headquarters this past year and welcome to Mary 

Francis, Chairperson; Dodie Morin and Jackie Chase, Co-Secretary and Carol Baker and 

Cathy Fraser, Co-Maintenance who will work with on-going committee members Joyce 

Baker, Keys and Calendar; Mary Parks, Supplies and Helen Stevens, Landscaping and Gar-

dening.  The role of treasurer is pending. 

BUILDING AND PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

ONE MEMBER,  

ONE VOTE  
Linda Hallman,  

AAUW National Executive Director 

 
Adopted at the 2009 AAUW National 

Convention, the concept of One Member, 

One Vote moved AAUW national elec-

tions beyond a delegate-only process to an 

every-member opportunity. Under One 

Member, One Vote, members can now 

propose and discuss bylaw changes, reso-

lutions, and Public Policy Program 

amendments online and ―meet‖ the candi-

dates through biographies, video, and can-

didate links. 

An all-member notification was sent by e-

mail on Thursday, August 5. In addition 

to frequent website and other online up-

dates, key information will be available to 

all members in the Fall, Winter, and 

Spring/Summer issues of AAUW Outlook 

as well. 

 

Please log in, explore the One Member, 

One Vote online system, and familiarize 

yourself with the process.  

 

A Frequently Asked Questions document 

(FAQ) is available to assist you. To access 

the online system from the AAUW home 

page, click on Member Center (in the top 

right corner), log in with your member ID, 

and then select One Member, One Vote. 

 

As a reminder, members can find their 

member ID on the AAUW Outlook mail-

ing label or by using the Member ID 

Lookup link, which is also available from 

the log-in page of the Member Center. For 

an overview of the One Member, One 

Vote process, please visit the Current 

Topics Briefing Series online. 

Building Committee 2009-2010 

Thanks for all you’ve done! 

mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/1member1vote/index.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/1member1vote/index.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/1member1vote/faq.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/aauw_id_lookup.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/aauw_id_lookup.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/briefings/
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/briefings/
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Local Scholarship Recipient 

Alisha Cassarino-Skeeters 
Brenda Ladewig, bladewig@sbcglobal.net 

 
Our Local Scholarship recipient—Alisha 

Cassarino-Skeeters—who attends SJSU 

majoring in Psychology and Behavioral 

Sciences shared some of the challenges 

and successes in her life in her application 

for Local Scholarship. For the last four 

years, Alisha has worked at In-N-Out Bur-

gers, rising to a management position 

while going to college.  

 

School is her most important focus. Alisha 

works hard to see results, rewards and rec-

ognition. She is currently a member of  the 

Golden Key Honor Society, open to stu-

dents in the top 15% of their class. She has 

handled a challenging family situation 

while working and going to school with a 

positive attitude and love in her heart.  

 

Thank you for your support of Local 

Scholarship. It makes a huge difference in 

the lives of our recipients. 

 

Major Donation 

Gifts for Teens 
Elaine Benoit, ebenoit@pacbell.net 

 
A young business woman liked the action-

packed Gifts for Teens project and the 

friendly camaraderie. She enjoyed her time 

packing fun gift items into duffle bags. She 

felt good about helping give a holiday gift 

to a low-income teenager. When her com-

pany was in a position to donate to a local 

charity, she knew just whom to suggest. 

 

Gifts for Teens has been awarded $10,000 

from Mellanox Technologies, Inc. to pro-

vide certificates for new shoes and to pur-

chase tote and bag contents. It is exciting 

to provide more teens with new shoes!  

 

The fifteen-woman committee consisting 

of community members and five AAUW 

workers, Gloria Leonard, Phyllis Keesey, 

Elaine Benoit, Mary Ellen Heising and 

Cheryl Markman is planning the December 

distribution of over 1,500 bags and totes 

for local youths. 

 

Excess promotional business items make 

good bag stuffers and logos are OK. Dona-

tions of cosmetics, knit hats or scarves, 

throw blankets, cosmetic bags, jewelry and 

small fun gifts or games are especially 

valued. Leave all donations at AAUW HQ. 

Clearly mark filled boxes and bags with 

―Gifts for Teens‖ and label with donor‘s 

name and address. Thank you for helping 

impact the lives of low-income teenagers! 

 

A Place to Dream  

Stanford Tech Trek 2010 
Lynda Schafhauser, rufusradar@aol.com 

Jane Guinther, jsguinther@sbcglobal.net 

 
This year our branch sent seven excited 

San Jose girls to Stanford Tech Trek. 

Elaine Benoit and Jane Guinther shared 

their wonderful adventures as they navi-

gated a large college campus, made new 

friends, dealt with homesickness, dining 

hall overload, and, yes, absorbing science 

every minute of their day. Mary Ellen 

Madden chaired the selection process with 

sixteen girls applying from four San Jose 

schools. 

 

Tech Trek is in its 12th year giving us 

pause to assess where those campers are 

and what they are doing now. One such 

camper Ellen Le gave an inspirational talk 

during one evening program. She came to 

Tech Trek as an adolescent teenager un-

sure how to navigate her education. From 

her experiences at camp she learned how 

to broaden her vision. With added determi-

nation she did her best, returned to camp as 

a junior counselor and then senior coun-

selor. Last year she was accepted to Har-

vard, MIT, Princeton, Yale, Cal Tech, 

Berkeley and Stanford. She just finished 

her freshman year at Stanford in chemical 

engineering! The girls bombarded her with 

questions she was glad to answer.  

 

To Dream is a powerful verb for all chil-

dren, but making dreams come true is what 

Tech Trek is all about. They learn about 

choices and opportunities, attitude and 

responsibility, meet influential people, 

build self-esteem and find the village of 

mentors to make dreams happen. 

 

A former Stanford camper has returned 

each of the last four years with her video 

camera to capture camp through the eyes 

of a camper. Google ―YouTube Stanford 

Tech Trek‖ to share the experience of this 

professional DVD. Generous donations 

from AAUW members, friends, local non-

profits along with a large corporate dona-

tion from Symantec has funded our Tech 

Excellence and Tech Trek programs. Join 

all of us at Fall Event to meet our girls as 

they tell their stories. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS AND PUBLIC POLICY 

mailto:bladewig@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ebenoit@pacbell.net
mailto:rufusradar@aol.com
mailto:jsguinther@sbcglobal.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wn9uI-vi5ko
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wn9uI-vi5ko
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Make a Difference –  

Know the Score 
Gay Gale, gaygale@comcast.net 

 

Does your school get an ―A‖ on a Title IX 

Report Card?  

 

One of the first steps toward positive so-

cial change is assessing the current state 

of affairs. Last year AAUW National un-

veiled a new program called ―Know the 

Score.‖ ―Know the Score‖ evaluates high 

school athletic programs with respect to 

equal opportunities for boys and girls. In 

the spring of 2010 AAUW San Jose pi-

loted the program at Pioneer High School. 

We are the first branch in the nation to use 

this tool and Jean Reed, Sports Equity 

Chair, shared our efforts in this video clip 

created at AAUW Headquarters in Wash-

ington, D.C.  

Click on the following link to see Jean‘s 

message http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Th04OyLaHr8 . 

  

The Sports Equity Community Action 

Project is ready to expand our data collec-

tion across the city of San Jose and we 

want you to be part of our ―Know the 

Score‖ team. It requires a one-time com-

mitment of less than two hours to visit a 

school, observe playing conditions and 

answer four simple questions.  Members 

will work in teams of two with all training 

and materials provided by the branch pro-

ject team. Our 2010 ―Know the Score‖ 

target for data collection is 20 members 

visiting 10 schools and we‘d like you to 

be part of our team. 

  

To find out more about this ground-

breaking effort, stop by the Sports Equity 

Table at Fall Event or come to Headquar-

ters on Wednesday, September 15th 

at 7:00pm, for a ―Know the Score‖ project 

information and training session. Come 

with a partner or on your own and we‘ll 

pair you up.  It‘s fun, easy and rewarding! 

Our members‘ efforts will be the founda-

tion of a nationwide data-gathering effort 

that will ensure ongoing competitive op-

portunities for girls and young women. 

For more information, contact Gay Gale. 

 

―Honor Them – Vote‖ Campaign 
Gloria Leonard,  

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net 

 

―Honor Them - Vote‖ is a Public Policy 

Committee campaign to mobilize women 

to vote in the November 2, 2010 Election.  

When women vote, they honor the women 

who fought and won that right for the rest 

of us in 1920. These women marched, 

protested, were jailed, physically abused 

and persecuted so that women could vote.  

 

AAUW members protested that women 

could not vote in front of the White House 

in 1917 and in doing so became the first 

group ever to picket the White House for 

a political cause.  

 

The ―Honor Them – Vote‖ voter turnout 

campaign will include: 

¶direct outreach to a targeted population 

of women through phone banks 

¶voter registration at community events 

¶forums and voter education which will 

highlight issues AAUW members con-

sider critical for women and girls. 

 

 AAUW research shows that issues drive 

women voters, e.g., education, health 

(including reproductive choice) and pay 

equity. The Public Policy Committee 

wants to have a positive impact on the 

turnout of women voters.  

Every San Jose branch member can join 

with us in the ―Honor Them - Vote‖ cam-

paign.  Stop by the Public Policy table at 

Fall Event to learn about the Campaign 

and how you can be an advocate for 

women and girls. Enter a drawing for a 

gift certificate to Barnes & Nobles when 

you sign up for Action Alerts or tell us 

you are getting AAUW Action Alerts.  

The next meeting of the Public Policy 

Committee is Tuesday, September 21, 

6:00 pm at HQ. 

 

Support Equal Play 

Play Like A Girl 
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

See how the Stanford women play field 

hockey on Friday September 3rd at 7pm. 

Student athletes volunteer through the 

Bay Area Women‘s Sports Initiative

(BAWSI) to guide young girls toward 

healthy life choices through after school 

sports programs at underserved schools.  

Show your support for these student ath-

letes by attending their games. Contact 

Jean Reed at jjkreed@comcast.net if you 

would like to attend as a group.  

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES SEPTEMBER 2010 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS AND PUBLIC POLICY 

Jean Reed at AAUW Headquartersð

and on YouTube! 

ñBAWSIò Girl 

mailto:gaygale@comcast.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Th04OyLaHr8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Th04OyLaHr8
mailto:glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Th04OyLaHr8
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Understanding the California 

State Budget Crisis 
Gloria Leonard,  

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net 

 

Californians are very concerned, and frus-

trated, about the State budget crisis. Or-

ganizations are banding together to dis-

cuss why there are endless delays in get-

ting the budget passed and what are the 

choices confronting our lawmakers when 

they draft our state budgets.  

AAUW San Jose is collaborating with the 

League of Women Voters SJ/SC, the Sili-

con Valley Collaborative for Reform (a 

project of the American Leadership Fo-

rum, Silicon Valley) and Next 10 to pre-

sent an interactive event where you will 

experience the challenges of passing a 

state budget.   

The event will be held September 25, 

2010 at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Library, MLK Rooms 225/229; 150 East 

San Fernando St., San Jose.   

 

Registration and (free) Continental Break-

fast will be at 9:15 am on the day of the 

event.  Because participation is limited to 

the first 75 registering for the event, it is 

suggested that you pre-register by sending 

an email to league@lwvsjsc.org or by 

calling 408-271-7163.   

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Bobbie Baker, rcbaker@sbcglobal.net 

 

Neighbor Helping Neighbors provided an 

old-fashioned BBQ in June for Family 

Supportive Housing (FSH). Hotdogs and 

hamburgers with all the fixings were en-

joyed by the 100-plus residents of this 

family shelter located in East San Jose. 

Also in June, kits filled with household 

cleaning supplies were delivered to FSH 

for residents moving into more permanent 

housing. This on-going project of NHN 

delivered 39 kits this year. 

 

In July and August it was Back to School 

time with NHN members filling back-

packs with school supplies for children of 

the Santa Maria Urban Ministry. 

 

At the Fall Event, NHN will have a table 

set up and we encourage everyone to 

come by and learn more about our activi-

ties. See you there! 

 

Third Wednesday Programs 
Marilyn Jackson,  

marjack44@sbcglobal.net 

 
After a successful first year, the Third 

Wednesday Programs continue with the 

September and October programs already 

scheduled. All programs are held the third 

Wednesday of the month from 7:00 to 

8:30 p.m. at headquarters. (See ‗Make a 

Difference—Know the Score‖ article on 

page 6 for details.) 

 

Do you have an idea for a future program?  

Through our informal Wednesday evening 

programs we want to provide personal and 

professional growth for our members 

while supporting the AAUW mission of 

equity for women and girls.  

 

You can obtain an application for your 

program suggestion from Program VP 

Mary Barry (maryjbarry@comcast.net)  

or from Marilyn Jackson

(marjack44@sbcglobal.net). 

 

 

Financially Fit for Life 
Linda Baliman,  lbaliman@comcast.net. 

 

If only I had known...how important it is 

to make a personal budget, to save for my 

children's education, to know the differ-

ence between good debt and bad, to rec-

ognize a scam. The list goes on.  

 

We're looking for a few good women to 

help stamp out financial illiteracy and put 

an end to the "if only I had known" syn-

drome. 

A new branch program is launching this 

year.  If you are passionate about financial 

literacy for women of all ages and in all 

stages of life, join the team which will 

define and implement our chapter's Finan-

cially Fit for Life program.  Learn more at 

our AAUW Fall Event table  or contact 

Linda Baliman,  lbaliman@comcast.net. 

 

 

Make a Difference— 

Know The Score 

 

September 15th  

7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Learn about the 

Sports Equity  

Community  

Action Project 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES SEPTEMBER 2010 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS AND PUBLIC POLICY 
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New Interest Groups in September! 

Mary Ellen Heising, mehdrh@hotmail.com 

 

Look for two new interest groups at the 

Fall Event this year.  Barbara Snyder, long 

time chairperson of French Conversation, 

will also take sign-ups for German Con-

versation for those interested.  Meeting 

time will be decided by agreement of the 

participants. 

In response to a request from persons 

wanting to know the difference between 

knit and purl, Margaret McCartney has 

stepped up to provide leadership for a new 

interest group called: Knitting-Know How.   

They will meet at 7:00 P.M. on the first 

Thursday of each month. 

Fall is a great time to learn new skills, fine 

tune latent ones, or add new dimension in 

your life.  Look for those opportunities by 

visiting all the Interest Group and Commu-

nity Action Project displays at the Fall 

Event. 

 

French Conversation 

Barbara Snyder,   

snyderdonb@hotmail.com 

le Mardi le 21 septembre à 11 heures chez 

Janice Baxter 5584 Cornell Dr, SJ 95118-

3409. Apportez votre sandwich. RSVP à 

267-9641 ou Janice at  

430-12bax@sbcglobal.net 

 

Lunch Bunch  

Rene Welter, renewelter@sbcglobal.net 

We are kicking the fall season off with 

lunch at the Los Gatos Brewing Company 

on Tuesday, September 28th.  It is located 

at 130 North Santa Cruz Avenue, Los 

Gatos.  We will meet at 11:30 am for food 

and fun with other AAUW members.  

Lunch Bunch is a great way for new mem-

bers to meet new AAUW friends.  For 

reservations or information contact Pat 

(bmikolic@pacbell.net)  or Rene

(renewelter@sbcglobal.net). 

 

Exploring World Literature 

Sue Eichenbaum,  

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

October 18 Jacob Lawrence by Richard J. 

Powell (or another book about Jacob Law-

rence). Contact Sue Eichenbaum, 254-

4570. 

Light Gourmet 

Cheryl Markman,  
cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

Barbara Bettencourt, 
twowrldtrvlrs@aol.com  

Light Gourmet is seeking an additional 

member for our group. We currently meet 

on the second Monday of every month. We 

would like to have a total of ten. Each 

member hosts a dinner once during the 

year at her home. The hostess plans the 

menu and provides the recipes to each of 

the other members. And she prepares the 

entrée. We also dine out—light of course!

—twice during the year. If you think you 

would like to be part of this very fun and 

easy group, please let us know. 

 

Family History Group Trip to Sutro 

Library 

Susan Brundage,  

kennysue@sbcglobal.net   

Sue Eichenbaum,  

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

The first meeting of the Family History 

Interest Group will be on the 4th Friday of 

September (the 24th). We usually meet on 

the first Friday of the month, but due to 

Friday furloughs we have added this date. 

We will be visiting Sutro Library (a Cali-

fornia State Library) in San Francisco. Call 

Sue Eichenbaum (254-4570) to join a car 

pool. We will meet at 9 am at the parking 

lot next to the gas station at Winchester 

and Payne.  

This is a good chance for those of you in-

terested in starting out or renewing your 

search for your family background. 

We will meet at our regular time the fol-

lowing Friday, October 1 at headquarters 

at 10 am. Bring what you have already 

found and we will help you decide what 

the next steps might be. Remember, every 

time you find one ancestor; you have at 

least two more to search for. 

 

Mystery Lovers Group 

Diane Canby, dacandby@comcast.net 

When Willa Jansson takes on a case de-

fending a client being tried for vehicular 

manslaughter, she is in for an interesting 

ride.  Willa‘s client states, under hypnosis, 

that he was being abducted by aliens at the 

time of the accident. 

Come join the Mystery Lovers Group for 

an interesting evening when we discuss the 

―UFO Defense‖ in our review of   Star 

Witness by Lia Matera. We will meet on 

Thursday, September 16th at 7pm at HQ. 

The discussion will be led by Yours Truly. 

See you then! 

October – Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline 

Winspear. 

 

Tuesday Book Discussion Group 

Mary Lee Baiocchi,  

gmlbaiocchi@hotmail.com 
The Tuesday Book Discussion group will 
meet on Sept 14 to discuss Country Driv-
ing by Paul Hessler and on October 12 to 
discuss The Help by Kathryn Stockett. 

 

Hikes & Walks 

Penitencia Picnic and Alzheimer’s 

Memory Walk 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

Pack a picnic lunch and join us on Sunday, 

September 19th for a walk along the Peni-

tencia Creek Trail at Alum Rock Park. 

Over 90% of the trail is shaded and almost 

100% is flat.  It takes about 15 minutes to 

drive to the park from Headquarters where 

we‘ll meet at 9am. We should have time to 

eat our picnic and be back to HQ around 

noon. Contact Eva Levine at eval-

levine@gmail.com or at 504-8572 to 

RSVP (so we don‘t leave without you) or 

for directions if you prefer to meet us at 

the park. 

On Saturday September 25th we will be 

joining member Pam Dougherty on the 

Memory Walk for Alzheimer‘s in down-

town San Jose. Contact Pam at pam-

ela.dougherty@sbcglobal.net or 

at 971-3575 for details. 

 

July 2010 Bridge Winners 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

Second Monday: Wanda Foss, Rosemary 

Busch, Mary Clare Hopkins 

Second Thursday: Sandra Savage, Lida 

Kluzek 

Second Friday (Duplicate): Ruth White, 

Barbara Shandera, Joan Benedetti 

Third Friday: Mary Clare Hopkins, Denise 

Kwan, Alma Powell 

Fourth Tuesday: Gay Gale, Denise Kwan 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES SEPTEMBER 2010 

INTEREST GROUPS 
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Hikes & Walks  

meets most Sat. &Sun. @ 8am for an 

hour-long walk on the Los Gatos Creek 

Trail. To receive regular e-mail notices 

about the walks, contact Jean Reed, 

jjkreed@comcast.net 

  

September 1—6:30 Social and Light 

Dinner, 7:00 – 8:30 Board Meeting  
All members welcome. 

Virginia Beck, beck_virginia@yahoo.com  

  

September 7—Tuesday 7 pm 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Bobbie Baker, rcbaker@sbcglobal.net  

Anne Wustrow, a.wustrow@comcast.net 

  

September 8—Wednesday 7 pm 

Book Discussion 

Laura Manthey, lsmant@aol.com 

  

September 10—Friday 10 am 

Duplicate Bridge 

Linda Kluzek, lidakluzek@comcast.com  
  

September 11 

FALL EVENT  

10 am—1 pm 

First Congregational Church,  

1980 Hamilton Avenue, San Jose 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 
  

September 13—Monday 10 am 

Bridge 

Rosemary Busch, chezburo@juno.com 

  

September 14, Tuesday 9:30 am 

Book Discussion 

Mary Lee Baiocchi,  

gmlbaiocchi@hotmail.com 

  

September 15 (Tentative) 

Art Appreciation—Event TBD 

Please look for group email for informa-

tion.  Contact Diana to be added to the 

email list. 

Diana Taylor, dgtaylor40@comcast.com 

  

 

September 15 

―MAKE A DIFFERENCE— 

KNOW THE SCORE‖ 

Wednesday 7-8:30 pm 
Learn about the Sports Equity  

Community Action Project 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 
  

September 16—Thursday 7 pm 

Mystery Lovers Group 

Star Witness by Lia Matera 

Diane Canby, dacandby@comcast.net 

  

September 17 - Friday 10 am 

Bridge 

Linda Kluzek, lidakluzek@comcast.com  

 

September 19—Sunday 9 am 

Penitentia Creek Walk 

RSVP to Eva Levine, 504-8572  

evallevine@gmail.com 

  

September 20—Monday 9:15 

Exploring World Literature  

Sue Eichenbaum,  

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

  

September 21—Tuesday 11 am 

French Conversation 

Barbara Snyder,  

snyderdonb@hotmail.com 

 

September 21 –Tuesday 6 pm 

Public Policy Committee 

Gloria Leonard, glorialeo-

nard@sbcglobal.net 

  

September 24—Friday 9 am 

Family History  

Sutro Library 

Susan Brundage,  

kennysue@sbcglobal.net   

Sue Eichenbaum,  

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net 

  

September 25—Saturday  

Alzheimer‘s Memory Walk 

Downtown San Jose 

Contact Pam at 971-3575 for details. 

pamela.dougherty@sbcglobal.net 

September 25  

UNDERSTANDING THE  

CALIFORNIA STATE  

BUDGET CRISIS 

Saturday 9:15 am 

Co-sponsored with  

League of Women Voters  

and Next 10 

See article on page 7 

Pre-registration required 

Gloria Leonard,  

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net 

 
September 28—Tuesday 11:30 am 

Los Gatos Brewing Company 

Lunch Bunch 

Rene Welter, renewelter@sbcglobal.net 

 

September 28—Tuesday 7 pm 

Great Decisions 

Chris Reed,  reedroi@aol.com 

September 28—Tuesday 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

Note: The Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) 

event normally held in October will be 

held in January.  Look for details in the 

Bonfire later this year. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Unless otherwise noted, events are held at Headquarters.  

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
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In Memoriam 
 

Dori Guerreiro  12/20/48—4/22/10 
 

Maxine Hodges 11/7/34—2/9/10  

(past President AAUW San Jose 

Chapter, 1991-1992) 
 

Pat Seitz  7/10/14—7/11/10 
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Come Celebrate 90 years of Women Voting 
Save the date to see the movie that received 4 ½ stars and won a Golden Globe award.  It shows the real live experiences of the 

fiery young suffragettes who worked so long and hard to successfully convince the United States to adopt a Constitutional amend-

ment guaranteeing women the right to vote.   Alice Paul and the women of the 1918 Women‘s Suffrage movement fought for fu-

ture generations‘ right to vote and run for office. Sacrificing their health, marriages and the limited amount of freedom they had, 

women were imprisoned and force-fed after picketing and hunger-striking against war-time president, Woodrow Wilson; but sur-

vived to see the results of their efforts. 

 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the association‘s business to its membership. Only articles 
and announcements related to branch business will be considered for inclusion. 

President: Virginia Beck beck_virginia@yahoo.com 

Membership: Claire Campodonico clairecamp@comcast.net 

Membership: Alice Lopez enna.lopez@yahoo.com 

Membership: Elaine McMahon elainecmcmahon@yahoo.com 

Membership: Cheryl Markman cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

Bonfire Editor: Gene Caselli genecaselli@yahoo.com 

Circulation: Alma Powell akpowell@sbcglobal.net 

Change of Address: Linda Lloyd ljlloyd47@yahoo.com 

Layout: Peg Carlson-Bowen pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com 

San Jose Branch Bonfire (USPS 857-400) is published monthly 

except July for $8.95 per year by San Jose Branch AAUW, 1165 

Minnesota Ave., San Jose, CA 95125-3324.   

Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 

AAUW, 1165 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125-3324 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
UPCOMING EVENT OCTOBER 2010 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

San Jose Branch  

AAUW Headquarters 

1165 Minnesota Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Phone: (408) 294-2430 
Submitting Items to the Bonfire 

Deadline: Articles and Calendar Items must be submitted to the 

editor for review by the 30th of the month before publication, 

e.g. August 30 for the October issue.  

To submit items: Send an email with a Microsoft WORD at-

tachment to Gene Caselli at genecaselli@yahoo.com or mail a 

typed copy of your information to Gene Caselli, 1316 Glen 

Eyrie Ave, San Jose, CA 95125. For calendar items include the 

meeting name, date, time, location, contact name and email. 

Circulation: 350 

 

―IRON-JAWED ANGELS‖ MOVIE EVENT 
Mary Barry, maryjbarry@comcast.net  

―IRON JAWED ANGELS‖  

with Hilary Swank and Anjelica Huston 

 

Cambrian Library Community Room 

Saturday, October 9 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

―This isn't a nice little story of sweet suffragettes marching down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington. "Iron Jawed Angels" 

is an account of life in the trenches on the front lines of the war these women carried right to the steps of the White House.‖ 

Tom Dorsey, Courier Journal 
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