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December 2009 

San Jose Branch established in 1909 

Honoring our past—Embracing our future 

 

AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH  
100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION GALA 

“ONCE IN 100 YEARS”  
December 3, 2009 6:00-8:30pm  

at the historic 

CORINTHIAN CENTER 
153 NORTH 3RD STREET SAN JOSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 For the price of just one $75 dollar ticket you will be participating in a 

“Once in a Life Time Event” which includes a dinner buffet with wine (no

-host bar), commemorative photo, participatory entertainment/program, 

live music with dancing, and door prizes. 

 City parking is available across the street. Doors open at 6pm, buffet 

will start a little later and program will be done by 8:30 with music and 

dancing continuing into the evening. 

 Don’t let night driving issues stop you from attending our once in a 

life time Gala. Carpooling is available to everyone. 

Please let us know if you need a ride. 

Please call Gay Gale for more information. 

AAUW VOLKSWALK – DEC. 12, 2009 WILLOW GLEN HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
Jean Reed for Hikes & Walks 

 Come with family and friends to enjoy the holiday lights while walking through Willow Glen on Saturday, December 12. To-

gether with the Bay Area Striders, we are sponsoring an evening Volkswalk. A Volkswalk is a non-competitive walk along a marked 

route at your own pace. The full course is 10k (6miles) with a 5k option. You can start as early as 4:30 and must finish before 9pm. 

This event is sanctioned by the American Volkssport Association (AVA), a member of the International Federation of Popular Sports. 

We expect to host walkers from up to 100 miles away. If you would like to serve as an AAUW hostess at the house, offering AAUW 

information and cookies, please contact Jean Reed. 

 

GIFTS-FOR-TEENS NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 It’s time to donate small gift items like school supplies, cosmetics, dental items, and gift certificates. Please bring donated items to 

headquarters marked “Gifts for Teens”. 

TO HELP FILL BAGS, contact CHERYL MARKMAN at  cherylmarkman@hotmail.com or call her at 408-578-8315. 

TO DONATE ITEMS, call or email ELAINE BENOIT at 408-268-9654   or   ebenoit@pacbell.net. 

TO DONATE CASH, call or email BARBARA BETTENCOURT at 408-265-6103   or   twowrldtrvlrs@aol.com. 
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BRANCH UPDATES 

GIFTS FOR TEENS 
Cheryl Markman 

 Come and join a fun-filled morning or 

afternoon assembling tote and sports bags 

for low-income teens serviced by Sacred 

Heart Community Center, Bill Wilson 

House, and EHC Life Builders. You will 

work along side other energetic men and 

women eager to help our local teens. 

 Assembly dates are December 12 to 18. 

Shifts are 9-12 or 1-4pm. The place is Sa-

cred Heart Com-

munity Center at 

the corner of 

Alma and First 

Streets. Please 

call Cheryl 

Markman to 

schedule your 

time. Thank you 

for your help for 

a service much 

appreciated by 

our local teens. 

NEIGHBORS HELPING 

NEIGHBORS 
Diane Canby & Anne Wustrow, Co-Chairs 

 Last month, our group sorted 100 small 

toiletry bags for Next Door: Solutions to 

Domestic Violence’s holiday gift-giving 

program. This program works with volun-

teers who accompany young children at the 

shelter to the “store” where they select holi-

day gifts for their mothers. We will be as-

sisting these youngsters to spread holiday 

cheer on Wednesday, December 16. Contact 

Gloria Leonard for more information. 

 Jean Wyatt is organizing a group that 

will sort food at the Second Harvest Food 

Bank. Participants meet on Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. 

at the food bank at 750 Curtner. Wear closed 

shoes and long pants. Contact Jean if you 

would like to help. 

 We are still collecting warm coats 

(gently used are OK), blankets, etc. for the 

working poor of Santa Maria Urban Minis-

try. Members can put their donations in the 

parlor closet and mark them for SMUM or 

they can contact Diane Canby for drop off 

information. 

 Finally no meeting this month due to all 

the holiday activities. We hope to see you at 

one of the many holiday activities going on 

with AAUW. Join us at our next monthly 

meeting on Monday, January 4 at 7:00 PM. 

OCTOBER TECH EXCELLENCE 
Jane Guinther 

 What is Bernoulli’s Principle and how is 

it applied to drag, lift, thrust and gravity? 

The Tech Excellence October Science of 

Flight classroom project and field trip pro-

vided information to answer that question. 

 In class, the Tech Excellence girls con-

structed models, which demonstrated and 

applied the principles of flight. The guest 

speaker, a woman pilot with United Air-

lines, discussed the required education and 

experience for her profession. 

 

 During the field trip, the Hiller Aviation 

Museum docents, exhibits, and flight simu-

lators allowed each seventh grader to be-

come a pilot-in-training for the day. 

 What was the best part of the class and 

field trip experience? The Tech Excellence 

group comments ranged from making air-

plane models and learning how to fly, to “I 

learned you can build a plane at any age!” 

 The January Tech Excellence topic is 

Solar Energy, with a field trip scheduled to 

the Tech Museum. Contact Jane Guinther 

for more information on participation in 

Tech Excellence activities. 

“LOOK MOM I’M FLYING A PLANE” -THANKS TO TECH EXCELLENCE THESE YOUNG 

GIRLS NOW REALLY KNOW THEY TOO CAN BECOME PILOTS. 

“LOOK MRS. GUINTHER I’M FLYING A PLANE”-THANKS TO MODERN TECHNOLOGY 

FLIGHT SIMULATORS STIMULATE POSSIBILITES. 

 

ELAINE BENOIT  San Jose Branch mem-

ber and GIFTS-FOR-TEENS FOUNDER. 
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BRANCH UPDATES 

SACRAMENTO AND  

THE AAUW CA REPORT CARD 
Gloria Leonard and Loren Reynolds, 

Co-Chairs 

 Due to the preoccupation of the State 

Legislature with budget and prison issues, 

some bills on which AAUW CA took posi-

tions did not come out of committees during 

the last session of the Legislature. Some of 

these will become two-year bills and 

AAUW CA will continue to track them. 

Fifteen AAUW CA-sponsored bills went to 

the Governor, six were signed into law, and 

nine were vetoed. A summary of the bills 

can be found on the Public Policy bulletin 

board at HQ and at www.leginfo.ca.gov. 

When further cuts to the budget were put 

into effect through the Governor’s lining out 

funding to specific programs, disproportion-

ate and severe cuts went to programs affect-

ing women and their families. Advocates 

appealed to the Governor to restore funding. 

In a special session, domestic violence pro-

grams such as Next Door Solutions to Do-

mestic Violence had State funds restored, 

but not fully, and the programs remain un-

derfunded. The next meeting of the Public 

Policy Committee is December 15, 5:30 pm, 

at HQ. All are welcome. 

 

AAUW MEMBERSHIP CARD 
 Visit aauw.org and choose Member Cen-

ter to access the Member Services Database 

and download your new AAUW member-

ship card. Take a few minutes to look 

around the site. There is lots of great infor-

mation about AAUW available. 

 

 

 
 

BUILDING COMMITTEE NOTES 
Bobbie Eckerman 

 The Building Committee reminds you 

that if you have a headquarters key that you 

do not need, return it in an envelope with 

your name on it. You can put it in the file 

under building committee or give it back to 

our Keys and Calendar person, Joyce Baker. 

You may also return it to Bobbie Eckerman. 

 The Building Committee is looking for 

a member who loves our old house and 

would serve as a member of the building 

Committee. Your job would be to help 

Claire Campodonico on maintenance of 

our building. 

 

 

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Brenda Ladewig 
 The Local Scholarship Committee 

thanks all the branch members who contrib-

uted items to the Holiday Boutique and 

those who brought family and friends to 

shop. We appreciate your part in making the 

Holiday Boutique a success. 

 As our One Hundred Year celebration 

ends, we reflect on the beginnings of Local 

Scholarship. Barbara Snyder had the vision 

to originate a committee and develop a proc-

ess for selecting a high school senior to re-

ceive a scholarship. 

 For many years, Edie Kerr chaired the 

Scholarship Committee. Today multiple 

scholarships are awarded to women who 

have attained at least junior status in college. 

This change reflected the abundance of 

money given to top high school seniors 

while later excellent students struggle finan-

cially as they complete their degree. This 

year our One Hundred Year Commemora-

tive Scholarship was awarded to Rebecca 

Alvarez, a single mother who is completing 

degree in social work at San Jose State Uni-

versity. 

 During this holiday season, a donation to 

Local Scholarship to honor someone special 

makes a lovely gift. A note of acknowledge-

ment will be sent to the recipient. Donations 

may be sent to Brenda Ladewig, 1788 Pot-

rero Drive, San Jose CA 95124. 

 
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 

Mary Francis 

 Health care reform is an important goal 

— but it can't come at the expense of 

women's health. As a supporter for contra-

ception and other reproductive health care in 

America, we, as AAUW members, must 

continue to stand up and support the right of 

every woman to safe, accessible, affordable, 

and comprehensive family planning and 

reproductive health services. 

 By the time this Bonfire newsletter is 

published, it is possible that the new health 

care bill will have been passed and likely 

without ensuring comprehensive family 

planning and reproductive health services. It 

is important that we continue to contact our 

legislators, write letters to our local paper, 

and talk with family and friends to ensure 

women have the reproductive and preven-

tive health services that are a basic element 

of women's overall health care. 

 
TO THE COUNTLESS MEMBERS 

WHO SERVICE WHEN EVER 

CALLED, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

ENDLESS ENTHUSIASUM  

AND SUPPORT!  

 Pictured below are two such members. 

Alma Powell, author of our monthly new 

members column also prepares and hand 

carries all your Bonfire to the post office, 

while Mary Parks keeps the kitchen and 

office at HQ organized and well supplied. 

 THANK YOU LADIES. 

Barbara Snyder—SJ Branch member, past 

president, and Local Scholarship visionary. 

Mary Parks, branch member, lover of hats, and 

Building Committee supplies manager. 

Alma Powell, world traveler, past LAF VP, and 

Bonfire Circulation and article contributor. 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov
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SJ BRANCH MEMBERSHIP AND INTEREST GROUPS UPDATES 

 

WELCOME TO OUR“NEWEST”  

NEW MEMBERS! 
 

 Please join the Membership Committee 

in welcoming Lois Ario, Gene Caselli, 

Mary Chaboya, Catherina Cozzolino, 

Debbie Driskell, Monica Farrier, Phyllis 

Foxcroft, Kate Mayer and Trish Offutt 

who all became members at Fall Event. Just 

recently, Sue Cox joined us, as well as re-

turning members Edith Young and Wanda 

Foss. We are so happy you are a part of this 

great Branch. 

 

Phyllis Foxcroft graduated from Cal State 

Hayward with a BA in Speech and Drama 

and taught for 10 years after coming to the 

USA from Canada. Her husband was a 

teacher as well and the couple have four 

children. When retirement came along, they 

moved to the Santa Cruz Mountains to build 

a Geodesic Dome where they lived for 21 

years. They moved to Lincoln Glen Manor 

in San Jose where Phyllis keeps busy with 

writing, singing in a chorus, playing piano, 

giving concerts, painting and playing pool. 

She is happy to be in AAUW again. 

 

With a BA in English from UCLA and a 

Masters in Teaching English to Speakers of 

Other Languages (TESOL) from Eastern 

Michigan University, she has had an inter-

esting career. She has been a massage thera-

pist which she combined with travel to 

Europe, Indonesia and Mexico. She has 

taught in North Carolina, Foothill College 

and San Jose City College. Now she is with 

Eldercare Scout, which provides mediation, 

housing and care referrals and other re-

sources. She officiates at weddings as a non-

denominational minister and in her free 

time, records audio books for Books Aloud 

and writes stories for children. She and her 

husband recently bought a home in the Rose 

Garden area where they enjoy their dog, 

Zola. Who is she? Monica Farrier. 

 

Sue Cox graduated from UC Santa Cruz 

with a BA in Math. Then she moved to Or-

lando, Fl. She taught Algebra at a local com-

munity college part time for a few years 

before moving back to California where she 

has been holding various positions in the 

securities industry. She likes hiking and 

trying out different restaurants. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

OPEN HOUSE 
Cheryl Markman, 

Open House Chair 

 

 If you are new to 

AAUW or just new to 

our Branch, if you 

have friends you 

would like to intro-

duce to us, or if you 

just want to refresh your knowledge of some 

of the wonderful programs we sponsor, 

please join us for our first Membership 

Open House. We will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 

Monday, December 7 at HQ to socialize and 

enjoy a light buffet supper. The program, 

from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., will feature our 

Community Action Projects including Gifts 

for Teens, Local Scholarship, Neighbors 

Helping Neighbors, Sports Equity, and Tech 

Excellence/Tech Trek. Please let Cheryl 

Markman know if you will attend or if you 

have any questions. 

 

DECEMBER CHEER …  

FOR WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Jean Reed for Sports Equity 

 AAUW will be joining the Bay Area 

Women’s Sports Initiative (BAWSI) and 

other community groups supporting Bronco 

Women’s basketball at Santa Clara Univer- 

 

sity’s game on Sunday, December 6. Let’s 

have a great showing of support for the 

women athletes who are the after-school 

mentors for 3rd to 5th graders in underserved 

areas through the BAWSI programs in local 

schools. Some 150 of the BAWSI Girls will 

be there with their families. Through a spe-

cial promo called the Bronco Community 

Challenge, we can get tickets for only $1 per 

ticket if purchased in advance as a group. 

Contact Jean Reed to confirm that you will 

attend. Plan to wear your AAUW T-shirt so 

that we are noticed too. This will be our 

final push to meet our goal of filling 100 

seats at women’s sports events during our 

100th year. The game starts at 2pm. Come 

join the fun and cheer! 

 

FAMILY HISTORY 
Susan Brundage and Sue Eichenbaum 

 The Family History Group meets on 

Friday, December 4 at 10 a.m. until noon at 

AAUW SJ Headquarters for our annual 

Cookie Exchange, along with Information 

Sharing and Problem-Solving. Call Fran 

Sneed or Sue Eichenbaum for details. Also, 

the Family History Group helped celebrate 

AAUW San Jose's 100th Anniversary by 

encouraging its members to write about the 

lives of their Mothers, Grandmothers, and 

Other Relatives. 

JOIN US AT HQ DECEMBER 7TH AT 6:00PM  

FOR OUR FIRST MEMBERSHIP OPEN HOUSE OF THE YEAR. 
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Hikes & Walks meets most 

Sat.&Sun. @ 8am for a (1) hr 

walk on the Los Gatos Creek 

Trail. For weekly email updates, 

contact jjkreed@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Dec. 1- Tues. 11:30am 

Lunch Bunch 

Almaden Golf and Country Club 

663 Hampton Dr., San Jose 

Pat Mikolic and Rene Walter 

 

Dec. 2-Weds. 

Board Meeting 

Refreshments 6:30pm 

Meeting 7pm 

Linda Snashall 

 

 

December 3 –Thursday 

Centennial GALA 

6pm-8:30pm dinner and 

program 

8:30pm-dancing 

(See front page article.) 

 

 

Dec. 4–Fri. 10am-12noon 

Family History 

Susan Brundage and Sue 

Eichenbaum 

 

Dec. 6-Sunday 2pm 

AAUW at SCU basketball 

(See article page 5) 

 

Dec. 9-Weds. 6pm 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Food Bank sort 

750 Curtner Ave. 

Jean Wyatt 

 

Dec. 10 -Thurs. 7:15pm Bridge 

Members’ homes 

Bobbie Eckerman 

 

Dec. 11-Fri. 9:30am 

AAUW Singles 

Christiane Chadda’s home 

452 Edelweiss Dr, San Jose 

Small gift exchange 

Call Christiane or Jean Wyatt 

For directions 

 

Dec. 11-Fri. 10 Bridge 

Lida Kluzek and Jean Ritchie 

 

Dec. 12-Dec. 18 

Gifts for Teens sort 

Sacred Heart Community Center 

Alma and First Sts. 

A.M. shifts 9-12 

P.M. Shifts 1-4 

Cheryl Markham 

Dec. 12-Sat. 

Couples Gourmet-Meets 

various homes. Margaret Bard 

 

 

 

Dec. 12-Sat. 4:30-9pm 

Volkswalk in Willow Glen 

(See front page article.) 

 

 

 

Dec. 14- Mon. 10am Bridge 

Rosemary Busch 

 

Dec. 14-Mon. 6:30pm 

Gourmet Light 

Joan Hildebrand 

 

décembre 15-mardi 11am 

French Conversation 

chez Cathy Fraser, 

 1737 Ellen Ave, SJ95125 

 pour les Chansons de Noel.  

Apportez un trés petit cadeau.  

RSVP a Cathy Fraser 

 

Dec. 15-Tues 5:30 pm 

Public Policy Committee 

Gloria Leonard 

 

 

décembre 15-mardi 7pm 

French Conversation 

Chez Frieda Murphy 

539 Calle de Stuarda, San Jose 

Pour les Chansons de Noel. 

 Apportez un trés petit cadeau 

RSVP a Frieda 

 

Dec. 18-Fri. 10am Bridge 

Lida Kluzek 

 

Dec. 16-Weds 

Art Appreciation 

Diana Taylor 

(see article) 

 

Dec. 21-Mon. 7pm 

Gourmet International 

Pat Moorhead 

 

Dec. 22-Tues. 7pm 

Great Decisions 

Shelley Powers 

 

Dec. 28-Mon. 6:30pm 

Gourmet Vegetarian 

Mary Ann Roberts 

 

Dec. 30-Weds. 

Deadline for February  

Bonfire articles. 

Judy Kristofferson 

 ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
Note: unless noted otherwise all calendar meetings and events are held at HQ. 

To contact someone in charge of an event, consult your AAUW Membership Directory. 

SJ BRANCH INTEREST GROUPS 

BRIDGE NOTES 
Bobbie Eckerman 

 In honor of our 100 anniversary the eve-

ning bridge group designed and had printed 

bridge score pads to sell. We plan to give 

any extra proceeds from them to EF. 

 October 2009 AAUW Bridge Winners: 

Second Monday Rosemary Busch, Judy 

Kumagai, Kennette Shannon 

Second Thursday Jean Casseli, Ruth White, 

Gay Gale 

Second Friday (Duplicate) Jean Kudlick, 

Mary Clare Hopkins, Bobbie Eckerman 

Third Friday Jean Ritchie, Rosemary Busch 

Fourth Tuesday Bobbie Eckerman, Lida 

Kluzek 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Pat Mikolic and Rene Welter 

 Our next lunch will be our Holiday 

Lunch combining November and December. 

It will be held on Tuesday, December 1 at 

11:30 a.m. at the Almaden Golf and Country 

Club. It is located at 6663 Hampton Drive, 

San Jose. 

 Start the festive holiday season with 

lunch with fellow AAUW San Jose mem-

bers. This is a great way for new members 

to meet other members. Pat Mikolic is plan-

ning the event with a special menu. We hope 

you will join us for this annual lunch. Con-

tact Pat Mikolic or Rene Welter for more 

information. 

 

 

EXPLORING WORLD LITERATURE 

 We will not be meeting in December. 

Our group is enjoying the book selection so 

much this year we encourage everyone to 

join us, whether you’ve read the book or 

not. You may recall our centennial project 

this year was to collect and donate books to 

the women at Elmwood jail. We’ve col-

lected so many we were able to donate an-

other 100 books in October. 

In honor of our 100th, MYSTRY LOVERS (pictured 

above) read a book published in 1909.  

mailto:jjkreed@sbcglobal.net
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AAUW advances equity for all women and girls, through advocacy, education and research. 

See the San Jose Branch Website at  www.aauwsanjose.org  for more information. 
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WELL WE’VE DONE IT. WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED A YEAR OF CELEBRATION! 

 And boy what a year! 

Starting last January with a 

proclamation from the mayor of San 

Jose and birthday bash including all the 

AAUW CA Board of Directors, and 

ending this month with a Once in a Life 

Time Gala. Every month this past year 

we’ve celebrated in the best way we 

know how, by helping and teaching 

others, and of course occasionally 

treating ourselves along the way. The 

article to the right from May 1950 and 

the picture below from Tech Trek 2009 

illustrate how instrumental, open, and 

forward we’ve always been, and how 

vital and exciting we continue to be 

today. 

 

Congratulations AAUW San Jose  

for achieving our first 100 years.  

But, this is no time to stop and rest, 

2109 is just around the corner! 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming soon, the 

history of AAUW 

San Jose. It will be 

available to members 

at cost. Look for 

future Bonfire 

announcements. 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: 
The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the associa-
tionôs business to its membership. Only articles and an-
nouncements related to branch business will be considered 
for inclusion. 

Submitting Items to the Bonfire 
To submit articles and calendar dates, send an e-mail message in 

Microsoft WORD attachment to Judy Kristofferson by the first of the 

month before the Bonfire is published at doinel@earthlink.net. 

 

If you do not have access to a computer, please mail a typed copy of 

your information, by the deadline, to Judy at 1003 Bennett Way San 

Jose, CA 95125 with the following information: meeting name, date, 

time, location, and contact name and phone. 

Deadline: All articles must be submitted to the editor for review by 

the 1st of the month prior to publication. 

Circulation: 170 

President : Linda Snashall   408-266-8143 

Membership: Diane Trombetta  408-353-3931 

Membership: Elaine McMahon  408-723-8004 

Membership: Linda Goldberg  408-353-1916 

Membership: Cheryl Markman  408-578-8315 

Bonfire Editor: Judy Kristofferson  408-978-0154 

Circulation: Alma Powell  408-971-3575 

Addresser: Barbara Van Arsdale  408-264-5834 

Diana Taylor, past president, and author of  

our 100 year history. THANK YOU. Because 

of your hard work our future sisters will all 

know the relevance of our mission. 


