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GIFTS FOR TEENS: HOLIDAY HELPING  
Elaine Benoit, ebenoit@pacbell.net  

COMING UP 

MEMBERSHIP  

OPEN HOUSE 
Tuesday, November 29 

6ð6:30 pm Mingle & Munch 

6:30ð7:30 pm Learn about 

AAUW programs 

 

WILLOW GLEN 

LIGHTS WALK 
Sunday, December 11 

(self-paced) start between 

4:30 and 6 pm from our  

Headquarters.  Map and written 

directions provided.  See article  

on page 6. 

 

 

Volunteer! 
 

GIFTS FOR TEENS 
See above right. 

 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 

at NEXT DOOR  

SOLUTIONS 
See page 5. 

 

BAWSI 
See page 7. 

 

 
JANUARY THIRD 

WEDNESDAY 
January 18th, 4 pm 

(note earlier start time) 

Linda Sekiguchi, member and 

past president, will present a 

slide show of her trip to  

Israel and Palestine.  

 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

Have fun and take a break as we once again get together to enjoy good conver-

sation, food, drinks and entertainment with our AAUW San Jose Branch  

members. Nan Bostick, a local ragtime historian and jazz pianist, will share 

her knowledge of women and their role in the history of jazz while she plays 

for us.  Nan is a frequent contributor to vintage music publications and her 
musical seminars and performances are 

warmly received at festivals throughout 

the country.   

 

Please bring your favorite finger food to share and enjoy the afternoon at our 

headquarters. It is a good time to relax with friends and listen to good music at our headquarters. 

Please RSVP to Peg Carlson-Bowen, pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com, by December 8th. 

SAN JOSE BRANCH 

BONFIREBONFIRE  
Volume LXIII, Issue 5      AAUW SAN JOSE BRANCH Established in 1909 óWomen Leading Changeô 

Nan Bostick 

AAUW's Mission Statementï AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.  

 AAUWôs Value Promise ðBy joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and  

economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance. 

Share your festive holiday spirit and caring compassion with needy 

homeless and low-income San Jose teenagers by helping create and 

distribute gift bags stuffed with useful and fun items that teens love. 

Help make the holidays brighter for local youth. Participate in this 

feel-good holiday activity.   
 

TO VOLUNTEER:  December 7 through December 15. Schedule a 

bag-filling morning, 9 am to 12 noon, or 1 pm to 4 pm shift with  

Cherylmarkman@hotmail.com, 578-8315, or www.gifts4teens.org.   

Times are filling fast! Site location is in the Via Valiente Plaza Shopping Center at the corner of 

Almaden Expressway and Via Valiente, 4 miles south of Hwy 85.  

 

TO DONATE: Cash and teen gift items are being collected by Elaine Benoit,  

ebenoit@pacbell.net, 268-9654. 

Saturday, December 10 

2 pm to 4 pm 

AAUW RECEIVES FOUR-STAR RATING FROM 

 CHARITY NAVIGATOR 

Charity Navigator is an independent, nonprofit or-

ganization that evaluates American charities. Its stated 

goal is "to advance a more efficient and responsive 

philanthropic marketplace by evaluating the financial 

health of America's largest charities." Charity Naviga-
tor gave us their highest rating, four stars, in recognition of our financial management, account-

ability, and transparency. We also made their top 10 list of highly rated education charities.  

HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
Peg Carlson-Bowen, pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com  

mailto:ebenoit@pacbell.net
mailto:TO%20VOLUNTEER:%20%20December%207%20through%20December%2015.%20Schedule%20a%20bag-filling%20morning,%209%20am%20to%2012,%20or%201%20to%204%20pm%20shift%20with%20Cherylmarkman@hotmail.com,%20578-8315,%20www.gifts4teens.org.
mailto:Cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
http://www.gifts4teens.org/
mailto:ebenoit@pacbell.net
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organization
http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=topten.detail&listid=134
mailto:pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com
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On behalf of the AAUW San Jose Board, 

thank you for contributing this year to-

wards the following 

¶ AAUWôs mission-based programs, 

AAUW Funds ï including Educational 

Opportunities, Legal Advocacy, Public 

Policy, Leadership Programs, Eleanor 
Roosevelt Fund and Legacy Circle 

(planned giving). 

¶ AAUW San Joseôs Centennial Fellow-

ship fund, the goal of which is to attain 

the $200,000 mark by 2012, to provide 

an annual grant to a woman pursuing a 

graduate degree in a Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering, or Mathematics 

(STEM) field. 

¶ Community Action Projects ï including 

Gifts for Teens, Local Scholarship and 

Holiday Boutique, Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors, Sports Equity, Tech Excel-

lence and Tech Trek ï all of which are 
tax-deductible (to the extent of the law) 

via the Inter-branch Special Fund 

(ISPF). 

¶ Operating expenses for the Building 

Committee Fund and the Branchôs Gen-

eral Fund. 

¶ Parking lot renovation project in 2011. 

¶ House Centennial Celebration.   

 

Your valuable support helps us grow  

year after year! 

 NEW BRANCH MEMBERS 
Claire Campodonico,  

clairecamp@comcast.net 

                                           

SAUNDRA HAYN earned her MA at San 

Francisco State University in Interdiscipli-

nary Studies (Anthropology, Sociology 

and Psychology). She then became a jour-

nalist in Denver and San Francisco, writ-

ing for magazines and newspapers. Transi-

tioning into education, she taught English 

at the high school level for more than 
twenty-five years. She is a published au-

thor of books on vocabulary development. 

Having retired, Saundra stays active as a 

Senior Peer Advocate for the Sunnyvale 

Senior Center. She is currently participat-

ing in Stanford Universityôs Healthy Ag-

ing Study. Saundra lives in Sunnyvale and 

was referred by Grace OôLeary.  

Contact: 541-0962,  

Saundra_hayn@comcast.net  

 
MILLIE LANG earned her BA in Art at 

SJSU. She continued her education, earn-

ing her teaching credential. Millie taught 

primarily in the Alum Rock School Dis-

trict but also lived and taught primary stu-

dents in both Prague and El Salvador. 

Having retired, Millie is participating in 

Financially Fit for Life and NHN. She 

resides in Sunnyvale and was referred by 

Marlene Lamb. Contact: 730-2225. 

 

PATTY BAGGESE lives in Gilroy and 
was referred by Virginia Beck. Patty re-

ceived her BA in Sociology from SJSU. 

She joined VISTA and served in Des 

Moines, Iowa. Her interest in human 

rights was piqued there, so she returned to 

become the Local Community Developer 

in Alviso. She joined the San Jose Human 

Relations Commission, investigating 

housing and employment discrimination. 

Working as the City of San Jose Womenôs 

Coordinator, she was involved in the hir-
ing of the cityôs first female fire fighter. 

Patty ended her diverse career when she 

retired from managing the City of San 

Jose Commercial Solid Waste Program.  

Contact: 842-6876, pbaggese@garlic.com  

 

KATHY MYERS received her BS in 

Nursing from SJSU. She was Assistant 

Nurse Manager for the County of Santa 

Clara TB and Refugee Clinic before retir-

ing two years ago. She has joined NHN 

and attended Public Policyôs study of the 

Initiative Process. Kathy joined at Fall 

Event and was referred by Sharon Bouska. 

Contact: #978-6117, myers.tr@gmail.com  

 

CARLA MURAKAMI attended Colo-

rado State College where she received her 

BS in Elementary Education. She moved 

to California with a teaching position 

waiting. Having taught in primary grades 

2 and 3 for thirty-seven years in the Frank-

lin-McKinley School District, Carla re-

tired five years ago. She is very active in 

both the activities of her church and the 

Philanthropic Educational Organization 

(PEO) whose mission is promoting educa-
tional opportunities for women. She has a 

tight-knit circle of friends from her teach-

ing days, including member Marilyn Jack-

son who referred her to our Branch.  

Contact: 258-0937,  

carla95132@yahoo.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
Linda Lloyd, ljlloyd47@yahoo.com 

 

We welcome the following new members 

and thank the current members who 

brought them into the Branch: 

 

Jeanne Duce, jeanne.duce@comcast.net, 

referred by Leslie Ingham 

Rev. Linda Holbrook,  

lindaaholbrook@hotmail.com, was a 
member in Bedford, Texas. 

Xue Pingrong, 

xue_pingrong@yahoo.com, referred by 

Leslie Ingham 

Geraldine Williams, gerisjs@aol.com, 

dual member with Los Gatos/Saratoga 

 

MEMBERSHIP OPEN HOUSE 
Claire Campodonico,  

clairecamp@comcast.net 

 

We invite you to our first Open House on 

Tuesday, November 29, from 6 to 7:30 pm 

at headquarters. From 6 to 6:30 pm, we 

will Mingle & Munch. From 6:30 to 7:30, 

prospective members are invited to learn 

more about Legal Advocacy (LAF), Edu-

cational Foundation (EF), Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, Book Clubs and 

Bridge Groups.  

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES DECEMBER 2011 

PRESIDENTôS SPARKS 

Edna Robison, President 

e29.robison@yahoo.com 

mailto:clairecamp@comcast.net
mailto:Saundra_hayn@comcast.net
mailto:pbaggese@garlic.com
mailto:myers.tr@gmail.com
mailto:carla95132@yahoo.com
mailto:ljlloyd47@yahoo.com
mailto:jeanne.duce@comcast.net
mailto:lindaaholbrook@hotmail.com
mailto:xue_pingrong@yahoo.com
mailto:gerisjs@aol.com
mailto:clairecamp@comcast.net
mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
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AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES DECEMBER 2011 

For the fiscal year 2011-2012, the Branch Operating Budget, 

which has been approved by the Board of Directors, is 

$12,354.66. 

 
The source of Branch income this year are dues of $7,750.00, 

undesignated donations (largely from members who rounded up 

their dues) of $2,363.50, designated donation of $1,001.16 (an 

anonymous gift for membership advertising again this year plus 

the outstanding membership advertising donation rolling forward 

from 2010-2011) and $1,240 from the sale of Directory advertis-

ing. Therefore, the total Branch income for this fiscal year is 

$12,354.66. 

 

All Branch members benefit from our ability to meet the budget 

requests from the hardworking members who chair the various 

committees. We even have a small reserve fund! 
 

The operating funds were apportioned as follows (Note: the 

number in parenthesis indicates % of total budget): 

Programs: ................................. $ 800.00 ........ (6.48%) 

Public Policy: ........................... $ 100.00 .........(0.81%) 

International: .............................. $ 65.00  ........(0.53%) 

HQ 100-Year Party: .................. $ 300.00 ........ (2.43%) 
Membership*: ........................ $2,155.00 ......  (17.44 %)  

Fall Event: ................................ $ 900.00 .........(7.28%)  

Bonfire: .................................. $1,135.00  ........(9.19%) 

Web/Internet: ......................... $1,020.00  ........(8.26%) 

Directory: ................................. $ 960.00 ........ (7.77%) 

Conferences and Convention: . $1,600.00 ......  (12.95%) 

Administrative: ....................... $2,016.66 ....... (16.32%) 

Computer: ................................ $ 100.00 ........ (0.81%) 

Liability Insurance: ................... $ 900.00 .......... 7.28%) 

Reserve Fund: .......................... $ 303.00 .........(2.45%)  

 

Total operating funds: ........... $12,354.66 ..... (100.00%) 
 

*Includes advertising donation 

BRANCH BUDGET FOR 2011-2012 
Linda Snashall, lsnashall@comcast.net 

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION 
Diana Taylor, dgtaylor40@comcast.net 

USE OF KITCHEN SUPPLIES 

AT HEADQUARTERS 
Building and Properties Committee 

Pat Diamond, 

pat.diamond@patdiamond.com 

 

Some members have asked if it is OK to 

use the supplies (coffee, condiments, dis-

posable plates and cups, etc.) that are in 

the kitchen at HQ. Unless labeled other-

wise, those supplies are provided for the 

use of all. However, labeled supplies are 

for groups that meet at HQ. 

 

If  any supply is getting low, please note it 
on the clipboard on the fridge. And if you 

donate cleaning or kitchen supplies to HQ, 

please let me know so we can track our 

actual usage. 

The open house cele-

bration for our Head-

quartersô 100th anni-

versary was on Octo-

ber  9thða beautiful 
day after a rainy week.  

Nine members of the 

Michael Holt family 

attended, including six 

of the Holtôs grand-

children.  They ranged in age from 70-95 

and were so excited to visit the house 

again and to see each other.  It was a mini-

family reunion for them. Several drove 

more than 100 miles from different direc-

tions and some live in Santa Clara Val-

ley.  We heard wonderful stories of their 
memories, and they thanked us profusely 

for taking such good care of the house and 

for including them in the celebration of its 

100 years.  The youngest grandson said it 

is the only major thing still there from 

when he grew up in Willow Glen--his 

house is gone, his schools are gone, the 

fire house/library are gone, etc.   
 

We learned about how the house looked 

when the grandchildren played there.  At 

the west end of our living room was Mr. 

Holtôs office where he allowed the grand-

children to play on an old 

typewriter.  In the floor 

of the bathroom was a 

small opening with a trap 

door that was a laundry 
chute to the laundry area 

in the basement.  Our 

office was Mrs. Holtôs 

bedroom.  In the summer, 

Mr. Holt slept in an ad-

joining small enclosed porch which we 

replaced in the 1990s.  Our ñparlorò was 

their second bedroom, and the porch 

where our file cabinets are was a screened 

ñsleeping porchò with extra beds.  The 

family told of Mr. Holtôs legendary frugal-

ity, how there were always graham crack-
ers in the cookie jar for the grandchildren, 

and that all of the grandchildren felt so 

loved.  There was a beautiful garden, 

many fruit trees and a chicken yard that 

was in the back of the lot.  They remem-

bered the pocket doors in the living room; 

where the player piano and the grandfather 

clock had been.  The National Geographic 

magazines were kept in one of the living 

room bookcases.  They remembered that 

the redwood trees in the front were trans-
planted seedlings that Mr. Holt dug up in 

the Santa Cruz Mountains.  

Mr. and Mrs. Holt had nine daughters and 

one son, most of whom were grown and 

away from home by the time the Holts 

bought the house in 1920. With all of 

those daughters, we think it is fitting that a 
womenôs organization is the owner and 

custodian of their house.  

 
 

mailto:lsnashall@comcast.net
mailto:dgtaylor40@comcast.net
mailto:pat.diamond@patdiamond.com
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AAUW RELEASES  

COMPREHENSIVE  

RESEARCH ON SCHOOL  

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
Louise Persson,  

louisepersson1@gmail.com 

Nearly Half of Students Sexually Harassed 

at School Last Year 
 

AAUW has released Crossing the Line: 

Sexual Harassment at School, a compre-

hensive research on sexual harassment in 

middle and high schools. 

 

Sexual harassment pervades the lives of 

students in grades 7ï12. Nearly half of 

those surveyed reported that they had been 

harassed in the 2010ï2011 school year. 

Among the responses, one-third said they 

did not want to go to school as a result of 
the harassment. Another third said they 

felt sick to their stomachs. 

 

The prevalence of sexual harassment in 

middle and high school comes as a sur-

prise to many, in part because it is rarely 

reported. Only about 9 percent of harassed 

students told a teacher, guidance coun-

selor, or other adult at school about being 

sexually harassed. Many students feel sex-

ual harassment is normal behavior, and 
often victims of sexual harassment in turn 

victimize other children. Itôs a vicious cy-

cle that exacts an enduring emotional toll 

on students. 

 

Included in the report are promising prac-

tices for how teachers, parents, and com-

munity groups in particular can help 

change the school climate.  

 

BACK TO SCHOOL  

WITH TITLE IX 

Quoted from  

http://blog-aauw.org/2011/09/23/back-to-

school-with-title-ix 

September 23, 2011, by bethscott123 

 
As the new school year begins, itôs a good 

time to brush up on Title IX and what it 

means for students. Signed in 1972, Title 

IX (officially known as the Education 

Amendments of 1972) is the federal stat-

ute prohibiting sex discrimination in edu-

cation programs and activities that receive 

federal financial assistance. This short 

provision, which is only one sentence 

long, has had a dramatic effect on all areas 

of education, opening many opportunities 

for women and girls. 
 

Title IX has been credited with remarkable 

increases in the number of women and 

girls pursuing athletics and professional 

careers. In 1971, the year before Title IXôs 

enactment, 8 percent of high school ath-

letes were girls, but in the 2009ï2010 aca-

demic year, 41 percent of high school ath-

letes ð more than 3 million students ð 

were women. In addition to school athlet-

ics, Title IX made it possible for women to 
pursue careers as lawyers, doctors, me-

chanics, scientists, and professional ath-

letes. Title IX also protects students from 

sexual harassment and bullying. Over the 

past year, the Office for Civil Rights at the 

U.S. Department of Education, which en-

forces Title IX regulations, has told 

schools and colleges that receive federal 

funding that they are responsible for pre-

venting and stopping student bullying and 

sexual harassment. 
 

Despite these advances, many challenges 

remain. Womenôs engagement in athletics 

and participation in science, technology, 

engineering, and math fields still lag be-

hind menôs, and Title IX enforcement 

faces obstacles. 

 

AAUW and the Department of Education 

have repeatedly urged schools to appoint 

Title IX coordinators to ensure their com-

pliance with the lawôs requirements, yet 

few schools fully empower these coordina-

tors ð most positions either go unfilled or 

lack sufficient resources. In the majority of 

cases, the burden of ensuring that schools 

comply with Title IXôs requirements falls 
squarely on students and parents. 

 

AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) has 

worked for decades to combat sex dis-

crimination in higher education and the 

workplace. As we move toward Title IXôs 

40th birthday next year, AAUW will keep 

strongly supporting the law and fighting to 

protect womenôs and girlsô right to equal 

treatment. 

 

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 
Mary Francis, maryjfrancis@aol.com 

  

The most alarming measure on the No-

vember ballot was Mississippi's so-called 

Personhood Amendment.   The state many 

consider the most conservative in the na-
tion was expected to pass Initiative 26, 

which would have changed the definition 

of "person" in Mississippi's Constitution to 

"include every human being from the mo-

ment of fertilization, cloning or the 

equivalent thereof." 

 

Many view this as unconstitutional. Even 

bishops in the Catholic Church were refus-

ing to promote it. But backers see it as a 

way to ban all abortions, even if they re-

sult from rape or incest, and even if the 
pregnancy places the mother's life in dan-

ger. 

  

The good news is that the ballot measure 

failed!  Women voters appeared to lead the 

charge against the ballot measure.  "In the 

well-mannered South, women attended a 

rally last month with signs such as óI love 

my IUDô and óKeep your public policy off 

my private parts.ô" 

  
The fight is not over as five other states 

are also considering the amendment. 

 

(excerpted from the Mercury 

News, October 30, 2011, and November 

10, 2011) 

 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
DECEMBER 2011 

AAUW FUNDS AND PUBLIC POLICY 

mailto:louisepersson1@gmail.com
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NJZOQSXTTV/ADYKQSXWRL/7553259551
http://capwiz.com/aauw/utr/1/NJZOQSXTTV/ADYKQSXWRL/7553259551
http://blog-aauw.org/2011/09/23/back-to-school-with-title-ix
http://blog-aauw.org/2011/09/23/back-to-school-with-title-ix
http://blog-aauw.org/author/bethscott123/
http://www.ed.gov/policy/rights/reg/ocr/edlite-34cfr106.html
http://www.ed.gov/policy/rights/reg/ocr/edlite-34cfr106.html
http://www.northnet.org/stlawrenceaauw/timelne4.htm
http://www.nfhs.org/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=4198
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201010.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.pdf
http://blog-aauw.org/2011/05/19/cheering-for-your-rapist/
http://blog-aauw.org/2011/05/19/cheering-for-your-rapist/
http://www.aauw.org/act/laf/
http://aauw.org/act/issue_advocacy/actionpages/titleix.cfm
mailto:maryjfrancis@aol.com
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PUBLIC POLICY CONTôD 

INITIATIVE PROCESS STUDY 
Judy Kristofferson, doinel@earthlink.net 

 

In October a San Jose Branch team com-

pleted two workshops studying the Cali-

fornia initiative process. The workshops 

were part of the AAUW California Public 

Policy 2011 Voter Education agenda. 

Members from other branches in the Inter-

branch Council of Santa Clara County 

attended along with members from San 

Jose Branch. Gloria Leonard, Public Pol-
icy Co-Chair, said ñWhile Californians 

want to keep the direct democracy pro-

vided by the initiative process, they also 

recognize that initiatives have had unin-

tended consequences and feel the need for 

reform.ò  The study is designed to assist 

our members in becoming informed vot-

ers.  

 

The first workshop presented background 

on the history of the initiative, the initia-
tive process, information on how the proc-

ess works in the 24 other states that use 

initiatives as ballot measures and detailed 

analysis of the impact of a couple of major 

initiatives passed in recent years by Cali-

fornia voters. 

 

The second workshop led off with a talk 

by Dr. Terry Christiansen, political sci-

ence professor at SJSU.  He explained the 

politics that have evolved around the ini-

tiative process.  Following Dr. 
Christiansenôs talk, members attending the 

workshop selected four key areas that 

could be addressed to improve the initia-

tive process.  Identified were:  a need for 

clearly written measures, a need to clarify 

to voters how measures that pass will be 

funded, the importance of changing how 

signatures are collected to qualify ballot 

measures and the idea that the financing 

behind initiative measures be clear and 

detailed. 
 

The team made up of Alyce Athanasiou, 

Virginia Beck, Jean Boyden, Judy Kristof-

ferson, Gloria Leonard and Geri Madden 

will prepare a complete report that will be 

available on our website.  

 

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP  

BOUTIQUE A SUCCESS 
Grace OôLeary, ca70dickol@sbcglobal.net 

 

Thank you for your contributions and 

shopping support for the Holiday Boutique 

on November 12. Without our AAUW 
members helping in so many ways, we 

could not raise the scholarship dollars to 

help women complete their Bachelorôs 

degrees. We also thank the Interest Groups 

who donated bas-

kets filled with 

wonderful goodies. 

Because of your 

generosity, we 

raised nearly 

$5000 at the Boutique! 

 
In the thirty-one years that our Branch 

Local Scholarship has been in existence, 

we have donated $86,500 to 84 recipients. 

High school seniors received awards of 

$100 to $200 in the beginning years. 

When the focus moved to college women, 

grants increased from $500 to $2500. 

 

Our Local Scholarships help support the 

women who will be leading change in the 

future. They share our gratitude for your 
involvement in their education. 

 

 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE AT 

NEXT DOOR SOLUTIONS TO 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Gloria Leonard,  

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net 

 
Next Door Solutions to Domestic Vio-

lence helps women and children rebuild 

their lives after enduring violence and 

abuse at the hands of their partners. While 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors helps out all 

year at Next Door, we really turn out to 

help with the Annual Holiday Boutique 

and we invite the rest of the San Jose 

Branch to come with us.  Gifts for moms 

and children are gathered and displayed at 

234 Gish Road, San Jose. Volunteers set 
up the gift-filled rooms with items that 

have been donated by generous people in 

our community. During the Boutique a 

volunteer will accompany victims of do-

mestic violence and their children into one 

of two gift rooms, one for moms and one 

for children. They choose the gifts (no 

peeking allowed) and then receive help 
with wrapping. It is so touching to see the 

moms carefully choosing the toy and 

clothing for just the right gifts for their 

children and then the agony that the chil-

dren go through to find that ñperfectò gift 

for their mom. Volunteers are needed for 

Holiday Boutique on December 13-15, 

10:30 am - 3:00 pm and 5:00 - 8:00 pm. 

To volunteer, contact Gloria Leonard at 

glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net; to donate go 

to www.nextdoor.org 

 

TECH EXCELLENCE 
Jane Guinther,  

JSGuinther@SBCglobal.net 

 

Adapting to the deep in Monterey Bay. 

This was our focus question for the Tech 
Excellence marine field trip to the Sey-

mour Center at Long Marine Labs, Santa 

Cruz. With pressure increasing 1 atmos-

phere every 33 feet, how do whales and 

dolphins and other sea animals survive 

diving and living in depths more than a 

mile deep? How do they see in total dark-

ness? These are some of the questions a 

marine biologist studies here. Our girls 

loved their day on the bay especially inter-

acting with the tidewater touch pools and 

new shark exhibit on our spectacular calm 
CA sunny Fall day. We welcome a new 

addition to our team, Nancy Hooton, who 

found she never really retired from teach-

ing, learning and our youth! 

 

Green technology will succeed once our 

youth learn what it takes. November 2nd 

we explored the growing field of green 

energy technology with 3 engineers from 

Salas OôBrien Engineering. All those elec-

tric cords cost how much!? Our girls, 
working in teams, figured out where en-

ergy comes from and the cost to power 

their homes. Together they suggested 

creative alternate plans, and then pre-

sented their findings to the class. How are 

you lowering your carbon footprint? Come 

join us in the New Year for more fun and 

exploration with science and technology. 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES DECEMBER 2011 

COMMUNITY ACTION PROJECTS 

mailto:doinel@earthlink.net
mailto:ca70dickol@sbcglobal.net
mailto:glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net
mailto:glorialeonard@sbcglobal.net
http://www.nextdoor.org/
mailto:JSGuinther@SBCglobal.net
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FRIENDS 
Edie Kerr, ediek@stannick.com 

 

There will be no meeting in December.  In 

January, a great program is planned for 

FRIENDS:  from learning to sail on San 

Francisco Bay to sailing into the harbor in 

Sydney, Australia, on a year long adven-

ture, Sue Swackhamer has experiences to 

share.  She will present her life on the sea.  

Save January 25th! 

 

WILLOW GLEN HOLIDAY  

ART APPRECIATION  
Returns to the De Young 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

 

Art Appreciation will return to the de 

Young on Wednesday, December 14 (note 

the date change) to view Masters of  

Venice: Renaissance Painters of Passion 

and Power.  The exhibit will feature 50 

paintings by sixteenth-century Venetian 

painters Titian, Giorgione, Veronese, Tin-
toretto, Mantegna, and more, all on loan 

from the Gemäldegalerie of the Kunsthis-

torisches Museum in Vienna. Featured are 

outstanding examples of the work of these 

artists that were collected by the archdukes 

and emperors of the Habsburg family.  The 

paintings are among the most celebrated 

holdings in the collections of the  

Gemäldegalerie.  

 

Three other exhibits will also be on view 

for anyone who has the time (and the 
stamina!) to visit after completing the 

Masters of Venice.  Those exhibits are 

Surface Tension: Contemporary Prints 

from the Anderson Collection, The Art of 

the Anatolian Kilim: Highlights from the 

McCoy Jones Collection, and Ralph 

Eugene Meatyard: Dolls and Masks. 

 

Admission to the museum including the 

exhibit is $20 for adults, $17 for seniors 

65+, free for FAMSF members.  If we 
have a group of 10 or more, there is a dis-

counted fee for advance admission pur-

chase.  We need to know this two weeks in 

advance.  We will meet at headquarters at 

8:45 a.m. to carpool.  We will have lunch 

at the museum café.  Please contact Cheryl 

for reservations.  And please indicate if 

you can drive.  As always we will each 

contribute $5 to our drivers to help defray 

some of the travel expense.  Hope to see 
you then. 

 

COUPLES GOURMET 
Margaret Bard, margaretbard@gmail.com 

 

If you think creating gourmet meals is fun, 

youôll love our group.  Each month a host 

couple plan a menu and assign the recipes 

to the rest of us.  Sometimes the assigned 

recipes are easy and sometimes they are 

more challenging but the fun is in the ex-

perience.  We meet on the second Saturday 

of the month and share stories about what 

weôve cooked.  I think weôve all learned a 
lot since we joined the group.  Amazingly, 

sometimes the easiest recipes to prepare 

are also the most spectacular and memora-

ble.  And sometimes we all agree a given 

recipe is too awkward to make to bother 

repeating!  If sharing good food appeals to 

you, please call me.  Margaret Bard 408-

377-6625 or margaretbard@gmail.com 

 

EXPLORING WORLD  

LITERATURE 
Marcia Capella,  

marciacapella@sbcglobal.net 

 

The Exploring World Literature book club 

met on October 17, at headquarters, and 

we assembled a basket for the November 

Boutique which included articles repre-

senting the countries that our chosen au-

thors for this year come from: Portugal, 

Brazil, and Chile to name a few. 

 

LIGHTS WALK 
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

On Sunday December 11th, bring your 

friends and family to walk through our 

unique neighborhood and enjoy the areaôs 

festive flair with lighted trees and seasonal 

decorations. After the walk, celebrate the 

holiday spirit at one of the many popular 
restaurants in Willow Glen. The Bay Area 

Striders are co-sponsoring this walk, 

which is a sanctioned Volkswalk.  

Volkswalks are noncompetitive events 

enjoyed by walkers around the globe. The 

walk begins at our Headquarters and you 

can start anytime between 4:30 and 6 pm 

and walk at your own pace following a 
map with written directions. You can get 

official ñcreditò for the walk for a $3 fee 

or walk for free. Go to www.sbstriders.org 

for more information about Volkswalks. 

                                                     

OCTOBER 2011 AAUW 

BRIDGE WINNERS 
Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

First Monday - Lois Partridge, Lela 

Viswanathan 

Second Monday - Pat Mikolic, Judy Ku-

magai, Mary Clare Hopkins 

Second Thursday - Patty Baggese, Gay 
Gale, Sue Swackhamer 

Second Friday (Duplicate) - Lida Kluzek, 

Darline Wilson, Bobbie Eckerman 

Third Friday - Pat Seaman, Jackie Chase, 

Alma Powell 

Fourth Tuesday - Ruth White, Barbara 

Shandera 

 

 

GOOD IDEA 
Pam Dougherty,  

Pamela.Dougherty@sbcglobal.net  

 

Up until recently I have worn my AAUW  

t-shirt only for AAUW-related activities 

(BAWSI girlsô walk, etc.). However, 

Linda Guyer and I wore our shirts at the 

Alzheimer's Walk on Sunday a few weeks 

ago. Two people came up to me and asked 

about AAUW while I was at the walk. 
Later a young man asked about the organi-

zation while I was in COSTCO. I didnôt 

realize how much interest the t-shirts 

might garner. So I thought I would share 

the information. 

 

 

 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
BRANCH UPDATES DECEMBER 2011 

INTEREST GROUPS 

mailto:editK@stannick.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
http://deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/exhibitions/art-anatolian-kilim-highlights-mccoy-jones-collection
http://deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/exhibitions/art-anatolian-kilim-highlights-mccoy-jones-collection
http://deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/exhibitions/art-anatolian-kilim-highlights-mccoy-jones-collection
http://deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/exhibitions/ralph-eugene-meatyard-dolls-and-masks
http://deyoung.famsf.org/deyoung/exhibitions/ralph-eugene-meatyard-dolls-and-masks
mailto:margaretbard@gmail.com
http://us.mg203.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25
mailto:marciacapella@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
http://www.sbstriders.org/
mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
mailto:Pamela.Dougherty@sbcglobal.net
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*Groups and committees not meeting in 

December: Public Policy, Neighbors Help-

ing Neighbors, Mystery Lovers, Exploring 

World Lit, AM Book Discussion and 

Friends. 
 

Weekend Walkers meet most Saturday and 

Sunday mornings for an hour-long walk on 

the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Contact Jean 

Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net, to receive a 

weekly alert about walks. 

 

December 5, Monday, 10 am 

Bridge 

Mary Clare Hopkins, 

maryclarehopkins@sbcglobal.net 

 
December 7, Wednesday  

6:30 Social, 7 pm Meeting 

BOARD MEETING 
Edna Robison, e29.robison@yahoo.com  

All members are welcome. 

 
Dienstag  6 Dez um 11 Uhr  

German Conversation  

bei Barbara Snyder, 1514 Hervey Lane, 

San Jose. RSVP an  

snyderdonb@hotmail.com  

 

December 7 to December 10 

Wednesday to Saturday, 

Two shifts:  9 am - 12 noon,  and 1 - 4 pm  

GIFTS FOR TEENS (Fill gift bags) 

Schedule with Cheryl Markman 

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

See front page. 

 

December 8, Thursday, 10-12 pm 

Family History 

Headquarters: Bring refreshments,  

DVD, sharing 
Sue Eichenbaum, 

eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net  

 

December 8, Thursday, 7:15 pm 

Bridge 

Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

December 9, Friday, 10 am 

Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 

 

December 10, Saturday  2-4 pm 

HOLIDAY SOCIAL 

See article, front page. 

Peg Carlson-Bowen, 

pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com 
 

December 10, Saturday, 6:30 pm 

Couples Gourmet 

Meets at various homes 

Margaret Bard, margaretbard@gmail.com  

 

December 11, Sunday 

Willow Glen  

Holiday Lights Walk 

Start 4:30-6 pm, finish by 9 pm 

See article on page 6. 

 
December 12 to December 14, 

Monday through Wednesday,  

Two shifts: 9 am - 12 noon, 1 - 4 pm  

GIFTS FOR TEENS (Fill gift bags) 

Schedule with Cheryl Markman, 

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 
See front page. 

 

December 12, Monday, 10 am 

Bridge 

Rosemary Busch, chezburo@juno.com 

 

December 12, Monday, 6 pm 

Gourmet Light 

Cheryl Markman, 

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com or 

Barbara Bettencourt, 

twowrldtrvlrs@aol.com 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 8:45 am 

(note date change) 

Art Appreciation, see article on page 6. 

Cheryl Markman,  

cherylmarkman@hotmail.com 

 

December 14, Wednesday, 7 pm 

Wednesday Night Book Group 

Laura Manthey, LSMant@aol.com 

 
December 16, Friday, 10 am 

Bridge 

Lida Kluzek, lidakluzek@att.net 

 

 

 

 

December 16, Friday, 6:30 pm 

AAUW Singles 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

December 17, Saturday, 5 pm 
ñB In The Seatsò (Womenôs Basketball) 

Santa Clara University vs. San Jose State 

Leavey Center at SCU 

Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 

December 18, Sunday 

Film Fans 

Time varies 

Linda Snashall, lsnashall@comcast.net 

 

mardi le 20 dec à 7 heures  

French Conversation 
Apportez un petit cadeau. 

chez Barbara Snyder, 1514 Hervey Lane, 

San Jose 

RSVP à snyderdonb@hotmail.com 

 

December 26, Monday, 6:30 pm 

Vegetarian Gourmet 

Jean Wyatt, wjeanwyatt@aol.com 

 

December 27, Tuesday, 7:15 pm 

Bridge 
Bobbie Eckerman, eckshome1@aol.com 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL  

VOLUNTEERS! 
Jean Reed, jjkreed@comcast.net 

 
The after-school program for underserved 

girls, sponsored by the Bay Area Women's 

Sports Initiative (BAWSI), an AAUW 
partner, is underway! BAWSI Girls, Salud 

por Vida, and BAWSI Rollers programs 

are at 21 elementary schools in the Bay 

Area, and would love to have your help. If 

you are a positive role model who loves to 

run, jump rope, hula hoop, dance Zumba, 

or play steal the bacon, please visit the 

Shiftboard calendar to volunteer during the 

dates and times that work for you. You can 

play an important role in inspiring women 

and children to live healthy and active 
livesðand have a lot of fun at the same 

time! 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
DECEMBER 2011 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS* 
Unless otherwise noted, events are held at Headquarters, 1165 Minnesota, San Jose, CA 95125 

mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:maryclarehopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
mailto:snyderdonb@hotmail.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
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mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com
mailto:margaretbard@gmail.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:chezburo@juno.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:twowrldtrvlrs@aol.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:LSMant@aol.com
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:wjeanwyatt@aol.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:lsnashall@comcast.net
mailto:snyderdonb@hotmail.com
mailto:wjeanwyatt@aol.com
mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
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http://www.bawsi.org/getinv/getinv_volunteer.html
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Hereôs wishing everyone a Happy Holiday Season 
 

Merry Christmas 
Happy Hanukkah 
Happy Kwanzaa 

Good Winter Solstice 
Happy New Year 

and First Night 

President: Edna Robison 

Membership: Claire Campodonico, Alice Lopez, Sharon Bouska, 

Peggy Maibaum 

Bonfire Staff: 

Editors: Marilyn Jackson, Judy Kristofferson, Gloria Leonard,  
Peg Carlson-Bowen 

Distribution: Alma Powell 

Change of Address: Linda Lloyd 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: The sole purpose of this publication is to convey the associationôs business to its membership. Only articles 

and announcements related to branch business will be considered for inclusion. 

AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire 
 

PERIODICALS 

POSTAGE PAID 

San Jose Branch  

AAUW Headquarters 

1165 Minnesota Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Phone: (408) 294-2430 

San Jose Branch Bonfire (USPS 857-400) is published monthly except 

July for $8.95 per year by San Jose Branch AAUW,  

1165 Minnesota Ave., San Jose, CA 95125-3324. 

Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. Circulation: 325 

Postmaster: Send address changes to AAUWïSan Jose Branch,  
1165 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125-3324 

Deadline: Articles and calendar items must be submitted to the Edi-

tor for review by the first of the month before publication. For ex-

ample, November 1st for the December issue.  

To submit items, send an email to Marilyn Jackson,  

marjack44@sbcglobal.net with a Microsoft WORD attachment. 

Please include ñAAUW Bonfire (month/year) in the subject line.  

Send calendar items to Judy Kristofferson, doinel@earthlink.net.  

Include meeting name, date, day of the week, time, location and 

contact name. 
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